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A SHORT TALK TO LIBRARIANS. 


NTIL a few months ago, we had an idea that of all profes- 
sional lines of employment, that of a Librarian was about the 
easiest. Why not ? His work is all laid out for him, titles and sub- 
ject-matter of books plainly given, so that all he has to do is to 
arrange the books nicely on the shelves, give each a shelf-number, 
make up two alphabetical lists, one of authors, the other of subjects, 
having the proper shelf-numbers on each list, and there you are. 
Well, we have changed our minds, or perhaps, to put it better, we 
have learned something. What probably is of still more importance 
is the fact that we are willing to acknowledge that what we don’t 
know about libraries and the work of librarians, even yet, would make 
a much larger volume than what we do know. 

For some months we have been taking lessons instead of giving 
them. We are still in the primary class, but would like to stand up 
and recite our little lessons as far as we have learned them regarding 
the Rudolph Indexer system and its adaptation to modern library 
work. 

For a time we gave little attention to the Indexer Books, not 
realizing their importance, and that many libraries not equipped with 
the Revolving Indexer would use them for shelf-lists. A few large 
and many small orders opened our eyes to their importance. For a 
time we had little faith in the transparent celluloid covers for the 
card slips. A demand for these compelled more pains in procuring 
the right stock and improved manufacture of the books to acommo- 
date them. Large manufacture, improved machinery, and increased 
business enabled us to reduce the cost until present prices ought to be 
no objection to their very extensive sale. 

So much for the past. For the future we are more than ever 
convinced that the days of the written card catalogue are over. 
Printed cards are here to stay. That conceded, economy of space, 
ease of reference, and elasticity of entries are necessities. The 
Rudolph Indexer system leaves nothing to be desired in these direc- 
tions. We shall also make radical changes and improvements in the 
Revolving Continuous Indexer, especially for use in large libraries. 
The most marked improvement will be that at least six persons can 
consult the Indexer at the same time. We will tell you all about 
them on this page in the next issue of the LIsRARY JOURNAL. In 
the meantime, if you desire earlier information, drop us a line and we 
will write you fully. Respectfully yours, 


THOMAS KANE & CO., 
137-139 AVENUE, CHICAGO. 
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WHEN the train from the east rolled into 
Denver, bringing in one contingent 70 repre- 


sentatives of library interests from the eastern 
and midwest states, Colorado stood ready to | 
treat them with unbounded hospitality, and | 


every participant joins in the verdict that a li- 
brary conference never had a better time than 
the conferees of 1895 enjoyed at the hands of 
its hospitable citizens. The brief report given 
in this number shows that the proceedings, if 
they did not bring together in the total as large 
a number of persons as on some previous occa- 
sions, were of real value and wide interest, and 
those who had not the good fortune to be in at- 
tendazce will wait with interest the full report, 
which will come later in the year. A good bit 
of work was done in Colorado Springs, where a 
peculiarly successful meeting was held, and in- 
deed one of the real values of the conferences — 
that of making every year new centres of influ- 
ence for the library spirit — will be notably ac- 
complished this year, as the field is almost en- 
tirely a new one. It is to be hoped that the 
Atlanta Exposition, with its women’s congress 
of librarians — we presume masculines will not 
be ruled out, if they chance to go — will furnish 
a second conference opportunity which will be 
utilized to the utmost. All librarians who can 
spare the time for a second professional vaca- 
tion should arrange their plans so as to be in At- 
lanta at the date named. 


Tue first fruits of the new public documents 
bill are shown in the ‘‘ Monthly catalogue of 
Government publications " for January, Febru- 
ary, and March, 1895, just issued from the office 
of Superintendent Crandall. As the bill was 
not signed until January 12, and Superintendent 
Crandall was not appointed until March, and 
the whole force had to be reorganized by the 
new superintendent, these first issues are neces- 
sarily far behind date; but Mr. Crandall has 
acted wisely in beginning the issue with the first 
month of the calendar year, and it is promised 
that the succeeding numbers will follow prompt- 


ly, so that within the present year the issue may 
be made at the proper date. In planning this 
monthly record, Mr. Crandall — or Mr. Hickcox, 
who is his chief cataloger — has departed from 
the plan of Mr. Hickcox’s old ‘‘ Monthly cata- 
logue” and adopted instead an arrangement by 
departments and bureaus similar to that used 
in 1884 for the appendix covering the U. S. 
Government publications in the ‘‘American 
catalogue.” This plan was at that time adopted 
as a makeshift, and Mr. Crandall presents it now 
in the same light, with profuse apologies. But 
continued use of the classification raises the 
question whether, after all, this is not the most 
practical way of Government cataloging, and 
superior in plan for practical purposes either to 
the Poore catalog, which is a bad piece of 
work, or the Ames catalog, which is a good 
piece of work. These monthly issues are in- 
tended, as Mr. Crandall explains, for the tem- 
porary record, and their material will be put in 
final shape in the annual catalog or ‘‘ compre- 
hensive index,” also provided for in the law. 
Mr. Crandall invites suggestions and criticisms 
before deciding on the method for this annual 
catalog, and it is important that he should 
have them fully and promptly, so that once 
Started the annual index may be carried on 
systematically and uniformly. We suggest that, 
after all, the best method may be to make the 
annual catalog on the lines of departments and 
bureaus — which is practically a subject classifi- 
cation and a classification by publishers, — sup- 
plementing this with an index by author, title, 
and specifically by subject. If the other method 
is adopted, certainly the present, which is the 
natural classification for government documents, 
should be given as an appendix necessary to 
supplement the original work. 


Ir is to be regretted that the further investiga- 
tion into the accounts of the Library of Congress 
and the copyright office has shown deficits of a 
really serious nature. In employing more peo- 
ple than the law authorized and distributing the 
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total salary amount according to his own discre- 
tion instead of at the rates prescribed by law, 
Mr. Spofford of course laid himself open to 
serious criticism from every point of view, and 
with the natural result. The system of hand- 
ling cash receipts has also been so defective 
as to invite trouble, and evidently the library 
has not only been swamped physically by the 
enormous accumulation of books, but admin- 
istratively by the enormous increase of detail, 
particularly in the copyright department, with- 
out the executive oversight and organization 
to handle these details. Mr. Spofford’s mistake 
throughout—a mistake which has led to very 
unfortunate results—has come, as has more 
than once been suggested, from willingness to 
handle detail which should be clerks’ work, 
instead of general organization, which is the 
proper work of an executive. The general de- 
sire to recognize that this result is a failing 
rather than a fault of Mr. Spofford has shown 
a most kindly feeling toward him, and it is to 
be hoped that in the long run the investigation 
will do good without showing more than seri- 
ous and blamable carelessness, from which 
there can scarcely be acquittal. 


THE recent investigation of the office of the 
Regents of the University of the State of New 
York seems to have resulted chiefly in demon- 
strating how largely the volume and value of 
the Regents’ work has increased under Mr. 
Dewey's energetic management. This, of 
course, is against accepted precedents, for an 
** investigation” that does not reveal misdoing 
and malfeasance is, in popular opinion, un- 
worthy of itsname. The present investigation 
appears to have failed in this respect; but its 
failure has been directly beneficial, in setting 
the work accomplished by the Regents promi- 
nently before the public. The full reports of 
the examining committee's sessions in the local 
press have served a useful purpose, though 
some of the information there imparted must 
have surprised even those acquainted with the 
work. The Regents maintain — the Albany 
Argus gravely states — ‘‘a state lunacy school,” 
where, in 1894, out of 1600 applications but 87 
could be accepted, owing to lack of desk-room. 
This is certainly startling, and readers of the 
Argus may well ponder why the state should 
furnish instruction in lunacy and why 1600 per- 
sons should seek such instruction. It will 
probably be easier to settle these questions than 


to decide why printers and proof-readers so 
often leave undone what they ought to have 
done and do what they ought nottodo. Library 
work is distracting enough, but it is doubtful 
whether a course of instruction in lunacy will 
ever take the place of the State Library School, 


Communications. 


THE LEADING OF CATALOG TYPE. 


Ir seems to me that the use of solid brevier 
in catalogs ought not to be criticised. I believe 
it adds about one-third to the cost of a catalog 
to use leads (“6 to pica”). A catalog is not to 
be read continuously, but consulted for only 
a few minutes at a time, at most; and heavy- 
faced catch-words make solid brevier sufficiently 
legible for libraries which cannot afford luxuries, 
that is 99 out of roo. W. K. STETSON. 

New Haven, Cr., 
Free Lisrary. 


[It is undoubtedly true that economy obliges 
many libraries to do what they must, rather than 
what they would, especially where cataloging is 
concerned ; but it is also a fact that a closely 
packed solid page is unattractive, and fatiguing 
to the eyes. In the case cited, this was espe- 
cially marked, some divisions of the catalog 
being set with leads and heavy-faced catch- 
words, while others combined catch-words in 
capitals (not heavy face) with solid brevier for ti- 
tles and solid nonpareil for contents, even omit- 
ting leads between separate entries. — Ep. L. J.] 


LIBRARY ADVERTISING. 


Miss McGurry's suggestion as to advertising 
in street cars interested me particularly, as it 
had also occurred to me that it would be a le- 
gitimate way of bringing a library into notice. 
We have been discussing it here, and at the 
same time whether or not to place bulletin- 
boards at our nearest ‘‘L” station, at the en- 
trance to the viaduct, in local stationers’, and 
in the branch post-office. Within a few days I 
have learned that one New York library — the 
Harlem Library — does advertise in the Third 
avenue cable cars. 

Why should we not, also, where the entrance 
is not on the main thoroughfare, place at the 
street corner some sign directing attention to 
the location of the library ? 

I remember when visiting one of the ‘‘ model” 
public libraries situated on a side street, and not 
having anything to call attention to it, going on 
for several blocks. If this is true of one looking 
for’ < library, how much more so of those who 
need to have its advantages suggested to them. 

ALMA ROGERS VAN HOEVENBERG. 
Free Lisrary, 


Wasnincton Heicnts, 
Y. Crry. 


| 
‘ 


September, '95] 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 303 


THE TRAINING OF LIBRARY EMPLOYES. — IV. 


By ADELAIDE R. HAsseE. 


CLASSIFICATION, 


Berore the pupils are permitted to make any 
original research or to enter upon the more 
difficult reference-room work, they should be 
thoroughly familiar with the classification of the 
library. To some extent they must have come 
in contact with it during the time in which they 
were occupied with accession-book, shelf-list, 
etc. If the principle of the system used has 
been thoroughly explained to them at that 
time, even then they have had no opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with its specific appli- 
cation in the library. Asimple way of assisting 
this acquaintance is to have all the books which 
are returned by the borrowers put back in their 
places on the shelves by the pupils, until they 
are as thoroughly familiar with the location of 
every book, map, pamphlet, etc., as are the 
attendants who are regularly employed to do 
this work. Then begin with the assembled 
class to take up subject after subject of the 
classification, with a view to bring out the fol- 
lowing facts: who is the authority on this sub- 
ject ; what is the most important book on this 
subject; what is the ground covered, and the stand 
taken; or in what respect do two or more 
equally important books differ ; what periodi- 
cals are devoted to this subject ; what persons 
are to-day prominently engaged in researches 
along these lines; call attention to recent litera- 
ture, etc. ; point out also co-ordination of sub- 
jects in the classification, etc. Let the class 
make notes and copious references. So much 
of real enthusiasm may be awakened by this 
exercise that the writer has come to the convic- 
tion that it might successfully be introduced 
among the regular employes of libraries where 
the system of “‘ specialties” prevails. 

Do not attempt to cover this ground too 
rapidly, as it is one of the most important 
means of extending the pupils’ point of view and 
arousing a permanent interest while they are 
pursuing their studies. Classification presented 
merely with an explanation of the inventor's 
selection of general subjects, and the systematic 
grouping of specific subjects under these, with 
reference perhaps to preceding and now histor- 
ical systems, means nothing real to the pupil, 
and brings nothing home to him. What a 
wealth of material may be brought out in the 
discussion, comparison, etc., in the subject of 


psychology alone, with its modern application 
in education, medicine, and criminology! The 
eagerness with which these lessons were looked 
forward to in the Los Angeles Library Training- 
Class was proof conclusive of their usefulness — 
one class in particular displayed special interest, 
which numbered among its members profession- 
al teachers and college and university graduates. 

Let the instructor have an ample supply of 
reference books at hand, and an equally ample 
supply of carefully prepared notes. Let the 
pupils make annotated lists of reference books 
for each subject as it is gone over, including 
standard histories, compendiums, dictionaries, 
etc., and at the end of this course prepare a 
classified list of this material for their own 
use. Insist always on good arrangement, cap- 
italization, abbreviation, etc., according to cat- 
alog rules. Or let each pupil be given asubject 
on which to prepare a complete list of all the 
standard histories, etc., making critical annota- 
tions of the scope, comparative value, etc., 
and showing publisher, price, and date. These 
may then be duplicated and a copy distrib- 
uted to each pupil. If the D. C. is used in the 
library a variation may be introduced in the 
subjects of history, 900, literature, 800, and 
portions of science, 500, sociology, 320, 330, and 
religion 200, by arranging a!l in one chronologi- 
cal table, using the D. C. time subdivisions ; or, 
a number of historical periods may be selected 
and the pupils required to fill them in chrono- 
logically from the above-named classes, show- 
ing contemporary events, prominent characters, 
etc. ; an object lesson thus being given also of 
the ramification of subjects in the D. C. 

These same methods may be applied to the 
Cutter clasification, and a diagram can be pre- 
pared of this classification to show the pupils at 
a glance the gradual growth of thissystem from 
its first to its last class. A comparison of the 
D. C. and the Cutter may very profitably be 
made by placing the D. C. numbers under their 
synonymous letters in this diagram. In the 
actual classification of books, the pupils should 
by all means be given a hand, whenever new 
books are added to the library. 

REFERENCE WORK. 

The pupils having become acquainted with a 
wide range of subjects, and to a certain extent 
of the contents of the library, they are now com- 
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paratively better able to make original research. 
In the reference work they will find greater op- 
portunity to exhibit individuality than in the 
more clerical routine of the accession work and 
its dependent records. 

Without inflicting an unexperienced pupil upon 
a busy public, a course of work can be arranged 
which will give to the pupil the same experience 
as that gained by the regular employes in direct 
contact with the public. Let the instructor re- 
quire of the regular employes to submit a 
quantity of questions, all of which have been 
actually put to them at delivery-desk, registry- 
desk, reference-room, etc. Enclose of these ques- 
tions, one each in a sealed envelope, of which 
distribute one to each pupil, with the general 
instructions that a reference-list on enclosed 
subject is to be submitted within a stated time, 
to be accompanied by a list of all books con- 
sulted, whether a reference be found or not — 
this to test pupils’ discrimination in the selection 
of books. File the returns, re-envelope the ques- 
tions, addressing them this time in order to avoid 
the same person having the same questions, and 
repeat until each pupil has had all questions, 
then collate and report result to class. Every 
librarian knows the range of these questions — 
from Kaffir mythology to the news flashed 
across the wires yesterday. Such exercises as 
the above are useful chiefly in preparing the 
pupil to meet these varied demands without dis- 
may. Let the pupils be assigned to deputy duty 
in the reference-room in rotation to prove their 
mettle in the actual fray. Meanwhile, work 
should be begun in the systematic preparation 
of reading lists on current topics, which, when 
completed, may be posted, sent to the local 
newspaper, or included in the bulletin, for care 
should be taken that all work, when finally sub- 
mitted, shall have been well done, and being 
well done the material so brought together 
should be made available to others. 

Most libraries have a certain patronage of 
club members and teachers who depend largely 
upon the reference-room of the public library, 
and where demands for lists on live topics are 
consequently continually accumulating. Here 
the pupils will find ample opportunity for 
genuine work, and in this way, too, a measure 
of return may be made for the expenditure of 
the time of the employes given to pupils. The 
work of the reference-room may be much ex- 
tended, so that it becomes a valuable adjunct to 
the cataloging department and to the work 
among children and schools now so earnestly 


pursued by many libraries. As an instance of 
the usefulness to which even a small library can 
attain by judicious reference work, the reader is 
referred to the last report of Miss Crawford, 
then of the Sioux City Library. 

The pupil having served the stated period of 
time in the reference-room as allowed by the 
entire course of study, should have a fair knowl- 
edge of the general literature of the reference- 
room, but above all the manner of using, and 
value of the various indexes, concordances, 
bibliographies, etc., which go to make up the 
tools of the reference-room clerk. 

The attention of the pupil should be trained 
to discover those numerous and often valuable 
bibliographies which it has recently become 
more generally the custom to insert in books 
not coming under the head of reference books, 
and to be found more particularly in those dealing 
with sociological questions. MacDonald's ‘‘Ab- 
normal man” may be cited as a book greatly 
increased in value on account of its excellent 
bibliography, and Bandelier’s ‘‘ Gilded man,” as 
one which would be greatly improved by the 
addition of one. Many libraries preserve such 
bibliographies for reference by indexing them 
on cards, and keep them solely for reference- 
room use. 

Too much stress cannot be laid on the im- 
portance of reference-room work. It is a prep- 
aration for the cataloger who, without this ex- 
perience, will often fail of the realization of the 
most essential part of acatalog, 7. ¢., not so much 
its mathematical arrangement and uniformly 
preserved nicety as the ability of the ignorant 
public to use it. 

The cataloging question must be omitted 
here. No pupils are competent to undertake 
cataloging until they have had larger experi- 
ence in the general use of books than that here 
related gives. They may be thoroughly equipped 
with all the rules, and be able to write perfect 
cards, yet the ultimate, the great, the final thing 
they may not be able to do — that is, to so ripely 
grasp the meaning and place of a book as to 
properly assign to it a subject, and judiciously 
to analyze its contents. This judgment is born 
of experience brought about by contact with the 
public. 

The writer again wishes to call attention to 
the fact that the foregoing memoranda have 
been preserved largely at the suggestion of some 
librarians who by virtue of distance and other 
equally potent reasons were debarred from the 
advantages of contact with the great supply 
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centres of trained librarians, and who perforce 
were compelled to select from raw local material, 
rather than from experienced material at large; 
and, moreover, that these memoranda were the 
results of practical and successful experience 
in an active public library and are addressed 
mainly to librarians of public libraries. 

Much that would properly find a place in the 
foregoing has been omitted, each librarian being 
at liberty to introduce such accessories as he 
may deem necessary to the rudimentary educa- 
tion of library employes as such. Trips to the 
bindery, the printing office, the newspaper 
offices, to neighboring libraries, may, with ad- 
vantage, be made; Mr. Dana even including 


attendance during the session of the city 
council. 

Tabulation in regular program form was not 
made, because it was not intended that these state- 
ments should be arbitrary, but they were offered 
simply in the hope of being suggestive. For 
further material the reader is referred to the 
** Handbook of the Denver Public Library,” the 

bulletin issued by that library, to the bulletins 

and reports of the Los Angeles Public Library 
bearing on training classes, to the circulars of 
the Armour, Pratt, and Drexel Institutes on 
library schools, and finally to the handbooks 
and reports of the Library School of the New 
York State Library. 


THE WOMAN'S EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.* 


By Atice E. CHANDLER, Advisory Librarian, Town Library, Lancaster, N. H. 


Tue subject of the Woman's Education As- 
sociation will perhaps be best introduced by the 
presentation of a circular issued for distribution 
this summer among the smaller libraries of 
Massachusetts: 


WOMAN'S EDUCATION ASSOCIATION. 


The Woman’s Education Association, of Boston, a 
body organized to promote educational interests, has 
been interested lately in studying how to make the 
libraries in the smaller towns of the state more useful, 
It has been noticed that the circulation of these libraries 
often does not increase asit should, but, after the library 
has ceased to be a nove!ty, the demand for books dimin- 
ishes. Frequently this is due to the fact that the readers 
have exhausted the smal! number of books, and the town 
appropriation is insufficient to keep the library up to its 
original standard. Of course in no one of these smaller 
towns can many readers of solid books be found, but no 


town is so smai! or so quiet that there may not bein it | 


some person, young or old, eager for knowledge, whose 
whole life may be changed by having a chance to read 
the best or latest books of travel, science, history or lit- 
erature, which are too expensive or too little in demand 
to be bought by the town purse. 

The Woman's Education Association offers to supply 
this want by lending travelling libraries of about as vol- 
umes, on various subjects, for six months. In these col- 
lections are books of American History, Natura! Science, 
General Literature, Travel, Agriculture, Sports, etc. 
Requests for books from local societies studying special 
topics wi!l receive due consideration, and lists of the 
most desirable books on one or more subjects, will be 
sent to libraries or societies applying for them. The 
Association has the cordial endorsement of the State Li- 
brary Commission in this work. 

Application for the Travelling Libraries may be sent 
from any town by the librarian and two other citizens. 
No charge is made for the use of the books, except the 
pr. payment of the return freight, but an account is ex- 
pected of their circulation. The libraries will be sent 
out early in October, but, as the number is limited, an 
early application is desirable. For a!! information, ad- 
dress the secretary of the Association, Miss Mary Mori- 
son, 26 Marlborough st., Boston, Mass. 


The publication of this circular is induced by 


the desire to extend a work instituted during 
the previous year, and which has been followed 


* Read at the meeting of the Massachusetts Library 
Club, at North Easton, May 22, 1895. 


by such approval as seems to warrant its con- 
tinuance and extension. A year ago three li- 
braries similar to those mentioned were pre- 
pared, and lentto as many towns, recommended 
by the State Library Commission. In the au- 
tumn these were exchanged for the first time, 
and now a second transfer has been made. The 
association has been heartily thanked by every 
town for the use of the books, and the work 
seems to be highly appreciated. The circula- 
tion varies greatly. In one town of 300 inhabi- 
tants the first set only went out eleven times. 
With the next library the use increased to 70, 
| fully as large as could be expected in a town of 


| that size. 

Another library was lent in a town of 2000 
| people, where no public library existed. A 
number of earnest women determined to 
start one with the hopes that the town would 
presently adopt it. Though their hopes have 
not yet been realized,they have fully demon- 
strated its usefulness and popularity by a circu- 
lation of over 2000 in six months, to which the 
travelling library contributed 172. 

At the same time a fourth library of a slight- 
ly different character was started. A small 
town with a low valuation had declined to es- 
tablish a library, thinking that they could not 
afford the yearly expense. Knowing that there 
was one town official who was an earnest advo- 
cate of a library, the association offered to loan 
so volumes for a year, if they would be properly 
| housed and cared for. Of course this library 
| had to be of an entirely different character from 

the others, and the committee found the selec- 


13 
Lace 
“al 
q 
| 
| 
| 
" 
a 
" 
a4 
‘ 
7+ 
/ 


306 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


[ September, ’95 


tion of ‘‘ 50 best books” anything but an easy 
matter. Careful directions were sent telling the 
simplest and cheapest way of running a library, 
and, besides the 50 books lent, 50 more were 
promised by friends as a permanent gift if the 
library was continued. These arguments proved 
so persuasive that the town not only accepted 
the offer, but that of the state also, and the 
commissioners were able to add another free 
library to their list. This spring a letter was 
received saying, ‘‘ The library has been a great 
treat to our town, and we appreciate the effort 
which you are making.” On the return of these 
books we hope to add this town to our regular 
travelling library list. 

Three new libraries are now in preparation for 
three more towns, which will make seven towns 
on our circuit. 

The selection of these books is not an easy 
task, as of course those already in circulation 
must not be duplicated, or the value of the loan 
is decreased. To avoid this, as well as for the 
reasons mentioned in the circular, the choice has 
been made from a class of books somewhat more 
expensive than these towns can afford to buy, 
and the average cost for the 25 books has been 
a little over $40. The books chosen are gener- 
ally illustrated, and not of too solid a character 


to interest the average reader. Several are in- 
cluded as specially adapted to the young.* 

The only criticism we have received was that 
the books were too large. Oddly enough, in 
that very town the three books that were used 
the most were also the heaviest! This objection 
was met by suggesting that the larger books 
should be retained by the borrower double the 
regular time. 

In addition to these libraries, it will be noted 
that the circular states that applications will be 
considered for books on special topics, and it is 
possible that this branch of the work may be- 
come in the future a small reference library, or 
sets of libraries on different subjects, similar to 
those of New York State. 

In other ways the association will be glad to 
be of service. With its headquarters in Boston, 
expert advice can be readily obtained as to the 
best books on any subject, booksellers consulted 
on prices, or the Library Bureau called upon for 
supplies. Most of the readers of the JOURNAL 
are probably beyond the need of such help, but 
I will be pleased to have them remember that 
the Woman’s Education Association is at the 
service of all who may desire its aid. 


* A list of the books composing ‘“ Travelling library 
no, 1," of the W. E. A., is given on page 310. 


ONE LIBRARIAN'S WAY OF KEEPING NOTES. 


By Nina E. Browne, Librarian Library Bureau, Boston. 


ALMOST every one studiously inclined has 
some method of taking and keeping notes. The 
proof of its excellence lies in the facility of find- 
ing a given note after it is once filed away. The 
book is the form most generally used by the 
average student, yet any college graduate can 
testify to the difficulty of utilizing the notes thus 
taken, and to the final waste of all the time and 
study which they represent. When our college 
students are taught a rational method of taking 
and keeping notes, less time and energy will be 
expended uselessly and better results will be 
attained. 

But the college student is not the only one 
who fails to find the special note he seeks. 
The librarian may fail in this particular, and 
perhaps with less excuse. Since the librarian 
though ‘‘not supposed to know everything, 
should know where to find everything,” this 
article is written in the hope that the libra- 
rian still young enough to learn new tricks, may 
find something helpful. The illustrations will 


be drawn from actual notes on technical library 
subjects. 
The first essential to good results is the adop- 
tion of a uniform size of paper.* Slips of the 
card catalog size (7} x 12} cm.) were decided 
upon in the beginning, because of the conven- 
|ience of carrying and handling. In a short 
time it became apparent that some notes would 
| be too long to be written upon a single slip, or 
| of such a nature that they could not be written 
| upon two or more slips advantageously. This 
caused the adoption of a letter-size sheet (20 x 25 
| em.) in addition to the small slip, though the 

latter is used whenever possible. These two 
sizes have proved satisfactory. 

The second essential to good results is that 
only a single subject be noted on a given sheet 

| orslip. Conformity to this rule allows a note 
| taken to-day to be filed with notes taken 10 years 
ago without recopying or rearranging the notes 
already filed. 

* See Library notes, ¥. 2: 46. 
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The quality of the slips seems of minor im- 
portance. The thin paper is preferable when 
storage space is likely to be limited. In any 
case its durability is sufficient for private use. 
For easy handling the slips should be of equal 
thickness. The collection of slips in question, 
however, is made of paper of all weights, from 
a heavy catalog card to the thinnest of slips, on 
the backs of waste cards, or anything at hand 
of the given size. This does not make a model 
file in appearance but it answers every purpose. 
The large sheets are more easily filed and 
handled if not of too thin stock. 

The slips are kept in the upper left-hand 
drawer of the library-desk, which is fitted with 
partitions for this 7} x 124 cm. size. Before 
possessing a drawer the L. B. trays without 
partitions (23p) were used. The deep tray was 
chosen because it could be packed with books 
and papers without injuring the slips. But for 
this treatment of them, the trays of two-thirds 
height are preferable. The large sheets, to- 
gether with pamphlets, etc.,are keptin the L. B. 
pamphlet cases (48g) which stand on shelves 
within reach of the desk. 

The Decimal Classification notation is used 
as a basis of arrangement. When the Decimal 
Classification does not give sufficient subdivis- 
ion, a logical order under a given head and 
sometimes an alfabetic order of slips is used. 
The Expansive Classification, for one familiar 
with that, would serve equally well. Those un- 
willing to use a classed order can use the 
alfabetic arrangement to advantage. 

Each slip bears on its upper left-hand corner 
the Decimal Classification number with the 
special subdivision expressed in words on the 
upper line. £.g., 025.3 Linotype catalogs; 
025.6 Two-book plan. 

Guides bearing the number or subject are free- 
lyused. The following are actual headings used 
on guides in 025 Administration. 

025.1 Executive: Bulletins ; Statistics. 

025.2 Accession : Selecting and buying; Beg- 
ging; Order dep’t; Accession book; Gifts, 
Treatment of; Marking of books — Embossing, 
Perforating, Book plates. 

025.3 Catalog: Card catalog of libraries; 
Mechanism; Catalog guides; Classed catalog; 
Dictionary catalog, Co-operative cataloging; 
Printed catalog cards; L. B. printed cards; 
Printed catalogs. 

025.4 Classification. 

With the small size notes is filed an index on 
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slips to the notes and pamphlets filed in the 
boxes, ¢. 


025.6 Indicators 
Chivers. Circular of indicator 


See file. 


An index to the main articles in the Liprary 
JOURNAL is also included. Thus is shown in 
one place all the material there is on a given 
subject in the collection. If the note wanted is 
on the large sheet, the index slip shows the 
number in the file where the large sheets are 
also arranged in Decimal Classication order. 

With the notes on library topics is kept a 
collection of library blanks, reports, catalogs, 
etc., of various libraries. The blanks are 
mounted by subject on the L. B. scrap sheets 
of the same size as the large note sheets 
(20 x 25 cm.) and filed with them; ¢.¢., the book 
plates are together, the acknowledgment of 
gifts, the registration blanks, etc. A list of the 
libraries represented in each of these groups is 
written on slips and filed with the other index. 


025.6 Notices of over due books Sve file 
Indianapolis P. L. 
Harvard 
Aguilar 
Salem P. L. 
Y. W. C. A.(N. Y.) 


This collection was begun some years ago, 
and at the Library Bureau has proved most help- 
ful to others than thecollector, It is open to 
the inspection of any one interested. 

The occasional demand for all the blanks of 
a given library is supplied by filing under 
number 027 cards for each library represented 
with a list of its blanks in the collection. 

027 Springfield City Library. 

024 

024.1 Registration. 

024.5 Call slip for lib. use. 

025.2 Book plate; Embossing stamp. 

025.6 Charging system; Teachers card ; 
Blank for circulation statistics. 

025.8 Book label for numbers. 

028.5 Catalog of juvenile books. 

The Decimal Classification numbers show 
where each blank can be found. If any li- 
brarian is willing to add the blanks of his library 
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to this collection (made for and used by li- 
brarians) he may feel sure that his blanks thus 
mounted and indexed are doing good missionary 
service. 

This shows the general outline of one collec- 
tion of notes, the growth of seven years. Time 
may necessitate modifications, but the principle 
promises to hold good. 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF REFERENCE 
BOOKS. 


Tue Reynolds Library, of Rochester, N. Y., 
in removing to its new building, has planned to 
extend its usefulness in various ways, especially 
in the development of its reference department, 
which will be largely increased, reorganized, 
and arranged for accessible use by the public. 
To this end Mr. G: F. Bowerman, the reference 
librarian, has recently sent to some 500 of the 
leading libraries of the United States and Great 
Britain the following circular letter: 

‘‘In moving into the more commodious 
quarters of our new home, we are planning to 
increase the usefulness of this library, particu- 
larly by means of our reference department. 
Although we believe our list of reference books 
will compare favorably with that of other libra- 
ries of the same age and size, yet we know it 
can be improved and to this end we ask the aid 
of other libraries. Will you please give us 
your list of reference books, or lend it to us if 
itis only in ms.? By checking those which you 
regard as most valuable you will give us addi- 
tional help. 

‘* It is my purpose to compile from the lists 
sent me in reply to this letter, and from other 
sources of authority, a list of about 3000 books 
most useful in reference work. This list when 
published, I will be glad to send to those who 
co-operate with me. The plan is to include not 
only cyclopedias, dictionaries, and other works 
which are strictly classed as reference books, 
but also text-books and other comprehensive 
works of a special or general character, which 
often prove more useful in reference work than 
cyclopedias, ¢. g., Winsor’s ‘Narrative and 
critical history,’ and Dana’s ‘ Manual of geol- 
ogy.’ Any help or suggestions to make this 
list useful will be thankfully received.” 

A copy of the list of reference books pub- 
lished by the library in 1888 will be sent to 
librarians desiring to co-operate in the work, 
and Mr. Bowerman intends to spare neither 
time nor pains in the preparation of the selected 
list. The proposed inclusion of books that do 
not come strictly within the ‘‘ reference” class, 
while adding to the difficulty of selection, should 
form a valuable feature, and if Mr. Bowerman 
is able to obtain a consensus of library opinion 
as to the 3000 best books of reference—using 
the term in a wide sense — his catalog ought to 
be a worthy addition to the “tools of the 
trade.” His project certainly should command 
the interest and co-operation of his fellow- 
workers. 


CO-OPERATIVE CATALOGING OF SCIEN- 
TIFIC LITERATURE. 


Tue International catalogue committee ap- 
pointed by the Royal Society of London to con- 
sider the preparation of an international catalog 
of scientific literature, presented the following 
report to the president and council of the society 
on July 5, and the recommendations therein 
contained were approved: 

‘* Atthe first meeting of this committee (Feb- 
ruary 8, 1894), the memorial to the president 
and council (July, 1893) which led to the appoint- 
ment of the committee, and the minute of coun- 
cil of December 7, 1893, appointing the com- 
mittee, having been read, it was resolved to re- 
quest the president and council to authorize the 
committee to enter directly into communica- 
tion with societies, institutions, etc., in this 
country and abroad, with reference to the prep- 
aration, by international co-operation, of com- 
plete subject and authors’ catalogs of scientific 
literature, 

‘* Subsequeatly a draft circular letter was pre- 
pared, which, on February 22, 15894, received 
the approval of the president and council, who 
also authorized itsissue. 

** This letter was sent to 207 societies and in- 
stitutions selected from the exchange list of the 
Royal Society, andto a fewothers. It was also 
sent to the directors of a number of observa- 
tories and of government geological surveys, to 
the foreign members of the Royal Society, as 
well as those of the following societies: Chemi- 
cal, Geological, Physical, Royal Astronomical, 
Linnzan, Royal Miscroscopical, Entomological, 
Zoological, Physiological, and Mineralogical, 
and of the Anthropological Institute. A special 
letter was addressed to the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. 

‘* More than a hundred replies to the letter 
have been received; several of these are reports 
of committees specially appointed to consider 
the suggestions put forward by the Royal Society. 
A list of answers received up to December, 1894, 
with brief excerpts from the more suggestive, 
was issued to members of the committee early 
this year. It should, however, be added, that 
from some important institutions no answer has 
as yet been received. 

“It may be said at the outset that in no single 
case is any doubt expressed as to the extreme 
value of the work contemplated, and that only 
two or three correspondents question whether it 
is possible to carry out such awork. Itisa 
great gratification to the committee that the 
matter has been taken up in the most cordial 
manner by the Smithsonian Institution, the 
secretary of which, in his reply, refers to the 
desirability of a catalog of the kind suggested, 
as being so obvious that the work commends 
itself at once. The importance of having com- 
plete subject catalogs and not mere transcripts 
of titles, is also generally recognized. 

** Some bodies and individuals take the matter 
up very warmly and urge that steps be taken 
forthwith to put the scheme into action, this 
being especially true of the replies received 
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from the United States; others, while giving a | 


general approval, dwell upon the difficulties of | 
carrying out the suggestions put forward; and 
others, again, ask for more details before com- 
mitting themselves to any auswer, which may | 
seem to entail future responsibility, especially | 
of a financial character. 

Incidentally, it may be pointed out as very | 
noteworthy that over and over again reference | 
is made to the great value of the Royal Society's | 
‘Catalogue of scientific papers." There is | 
abundant evidence that considerable use is made | 
of this on the continent of Europe. And it is 
clear that a proposal to carry out a more com- 
prehensive scheme initially under the direction 
of the Royal Society of London is likely to meet 
with general approval, owing to the fact that | 
the Society is credited with having already car- 
ried out the most comprehensive work of the | 
kind yet attempted. Indeed the Academy of | 
Natural Sciences, of Philadelphia, U. S. A., di- | 
rectly advocates the establishment of a central 
bureau under the Royal Society ; and several 
others more or less clearly imply that they would 
favor such a course. 

‘* Over and over again it is stated that the 
production by international co-operation of a 
catalog such as is contemplated is not only 
desirable, but practicable. The Americans, who, | 
as already stated, are the most enthusiastic sup- 
porters of the scheme, especially dwell on the 
importance of early action being taken. Prof. 
Bowditch, of Harvard University, in particular, 
points out that if the Royal Society of London 
wishes to guide the enterprise, it ought to an- 
nounce its views and put forward a comprehen- 
sive scheme with the least possible delay. It 
may be added here that he also urges that in 
determining the scope of the catalog a very 
wide interpretation should be given to the word 
* science.’ 

‘No very precise information as to the best 
mode of putting the scheme iato operation is to 
be gathered from the replies as a whole. 

“It is generally agreed that the enterprise 
should be an international one. Many think 
that international financial support should and 
would be accorded to it, but no method of secur- 
ing this is indicated; others express the view 
that the cost may be met by subscriptions from 
societies, libraries, booksellers, and individuals | 
without government aid, and this is perhaps on | 
the whole the prevailing feeling among those 
who have discussed the matter from a financial 
point of view. But in no case is any attempt 
made to form any exact estimate of the cost. 

‘*A number of scientific bodies and institu- 
tions express themselves prepared to work in 
such a cause. The secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution suggests that as the Institution re- 
ceives all the serials and independent works 
published in America, a branch office might be 
established there, and that it is not impossible 
that a sum of money might be given yearly in 
aid. The Royal Danish Academy is willing to 
render as much assistanceas possible. It would 
charge an official of one of the Danish chief 
libraries in receipt of all publications with the 
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task of editing slips, and would defray the 
cost of this work. The Societé des Sciences of 
Helsingfors would furnish the central office with 
information as to the scientific work done in 
Finland. The Kongl. Vetenskaps Akademie 
of Stockholm would organize a committee for 
Sweden. 

As regards language, there appears to be 
more unanimity than could have been expected. 
Over and over again the opinion is expressed 
that English should be the language of the sub- 
ject catalog. Frequent reference is made tothe 
importance of quoting titles in the original lan- 
guage, although some suggest that this should 
be done only in the case of those published in 
English, French, or German, and perhaps Ital- 
ian. 

‘*Some form of card catalog appears to be 
generally favored, especially in America, as the 
basis of the scheme; the committee of Harvard 
University, whose reply is very full, in particular 
discuss this point in detail. 

‘“*In an interview with the committee in 
March last, Prof. Agassiz spoke very warmly 
in favor of the scheme, and of the support 
which it would meet with in the United States, 
especially from libraries. Asothers have done, 
he strongly urged that the co-operation of book- 
sellers and authors should be secured. Prof. 
Agassiz also expressed the view that the 
regular issue to libraries and scientific workers 
from the central office of cards or slips which 
would afford the material for the construction 
of card catalogs would form an important source 
of income, at all events in his country. 

‘* From various sides it is urged that an inter- 
national congress should be held to discuss 
plans. This is advocated asa first step ina reply 
received from the Konig]. Gesellschaft der Wis- 
senschaften in Gittingen, a reply to which, not 
only as regards this point, but also in respect to 
the whole matter, the committee attach very 
great weight, since it embodies in an official 
form views arrived at by the academiesof Vienna 
and Munich,and by the scientific societies of 
Leipsic and Géttingen, who have considered 
the matter incommon. Prof. Agassiz strongly 
urged the calling of a conference, and among 
others who share this view Dr. Gill, of the 
Cape Observatory, in his letter particularly 
dwells on the great value of such meetings as 
the means of securing unanimity of action. 

‘*Such being the tenor of the correspondence, 
your committee are convinced that initial steps 
of a definite nature in furtherance of the scheme 
ought now to be taken. 

‘* They accordingly request the president and 
council to take measures with the view of call- 
ing together in July of next year (1896) an in- 
ternational conference, at which representatives 
of the several nations engaged in scientific work 
should be invited to attend, with the view of dis- 
cussing and settling a detailed scheme for the 
production by international co-operation of 
complete authors’ and subject catalogs of scien- 
tific literature. 

‘London will probably be the best place in 
which to hold such a conference. It may be 
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desirable to summon the representatives of the 
different countries through their respective 
governments, and it will obviously be necessary 
that a detailed scheme be prepared, to serve as 
a basis for discussion at the conference. These 
and other points will require much consideration 
before any action at all can be taken; mean- 
while, it is desirable that a beginning should be 
made during the autumn, before the winter ses- 
sion of the Society. The committee, therefore, 
recommend that the president and council should 
give the committee (which includes the president 
and other officers) executive powers, in order 
that they may take, in the name of the Society, 
such steps as they may think desirable with the 
view of calling together the above-mentioned 
conference,” 

The previous operations of the committee and 
several of the responses received by them from 
American institutions have already been noted in 
the LIBRARY JOURNAL. (L, J.: 20: 81-84, 172.) 


TRAVELLING LIBRARIES OF THE WOM- 
AN’S EDUCATION ASSOCIATION. 


Tue following 22 books make up ‘‘ Travelling 
library no. 1,” of the Woman’s Education As- 
sociation, the aims and methods of which are 
described elsewhere by Miss Alice E. Chandler. 
Seven similar lists are issued by the association, 
including different books and emphasizing 
special subjects, but modelled upon No. 1 in 
general character. 


TRAVELLING LIBRARY NO. I. 


Allen, Stanton P. Down in Dixie: life ina 
cavalry regiment in the war days. illus. 

Bird, Isabella L. A lady’s life in the Rocky 
Mountains. illus. 

Blaine, James G. Twenty years of Congress: 
from Lincoln to Garfield. illus. 2 vols. 

Bourke, John G. On the border with Crook. 
[Indian fighting. 1870-91.] illus. 

Chadwick, F. E., and others. Ocean steam- 
ships: their construction, development, man- 
agement, efc. illus. 

Chittenden, Lucius E. Recollections of Presi- 
dent Lincoln and his administration. 

Clement, Clara Erskine. Stories of art and 
artists. illus. 

Coffin, Charles Carleton, Building the nation. 
[1783-1861.] illus. 

“ Old times in the colonies. [1492-1760.] 
llus, 

Crozier, William, and Henderson, Peter. How 
the farm pays. illus. 

Curtis, William Eleroy. The capitals of Spanish 
America. illus. 

Custer, Elizabeth B. Tenting on the plains; 
or, Gen. Custer in Kansas and Texas. illus. 

Drake, Francis S. Indian history for young 
folks. illus. 

Drake, Samuel Adams. Our colonial homes. 
illus. 

Du Chaillu, Paul B. The land of the midnight 
sun: journeys through Sweden, Norway, 
a and Northern Finland. illus. 2 
vols, 


Farrar, Frederic W. The life of Christ. 

Fiske, John. The American Revolution. 2 
vols. 

Jenks, Tudor. The Century World’s Fair Book 
for boys and girls. illus. 

Knox, Thomas W. The boy travellers in North- 
ern Europe. illus. 

O’Rell, Max. A Frenchman in America. 

Stoddard, John L. Glimpses of the world: a 
portfolio of photographs. illus. 

Van Rensselaer, A/rs. Schuyler. English cathe- 
drals. illus. 


LOUISA CUTLER—IN MEMORIAM. 


Louisa SALOME CUTLER was born Dec. 19,1864, 
in the village of Florence, a part of Northamp- 
ton, Mass. Twenty years before there had been 
a community like Brook Farm in Florence; 
when this broke up most of its members re- 
mained in the place, and gave it an intellectual 
character, which it still retains. The townspeo- 
ple show an interest in all moral and social ques- 
tions, which is remarkable even in New England. 
No doubt this mental atmosphere had its 
influence upon her as she grew up, and strength- 
ened that desire to know the truth, and that 
fearlessness in its utterance which were her most 
characteristic traits. She studied in the neigh- 
boring Mt. Holyoke Seminary, from which she 
graduated, after the regular four years’ course, 
in 1886. With her aunt, Miss Mary S. Cutler, 
vice-director of the Library School, she attended 
the Milwaukee Conference in 1886, and the 
Thousand Isles meeting in 1887. When asked 
if she expe-ted to become a librarian, she al- 
ways answered No, in a most emphatic way. 
Probably she imagined librarianship to be a 
bookish profession, which with her practical 
turn of mind did not attract her. The confer- 
ences gave her a broader idea of its scope. 
She therefore entered the Library School, then 
connected with Columbia College, and took 
its diploma in 1889. Subsequently she took 
most of the examinations for the degree of the 
N. Y. Library School. 

After her graduation year she attended every 
A. L. A. meeting, and went on all save one of 
the excursions (1890 Fabyan’s, 1891 California, 
1892 Lakewood, 1893 Chicago, 1894 Lake 
Placid, where she was one of the founders of 
the Library School Alumni Association), From 
April to pay, 1889, she was assistant to Mr. 
Frank Hill in classifying the Newark Free Pub- 
lic Library. She was then for two years (Sept. 
1889 —Sept., 1891) chief librarian of the Agui- 
lar Free Library, a Jewish institution in New 
York City, where her faithful and exhausting la- 
bors sowed the seeds of the malady that has just 
proved fatal. Resigning this position she spent 
some months in classifying the library of Col- 
gate University at Hamilton, N. Y., Nov., 1891, 
to May, 1892. Though she was then little over 
three years out of the Library School the excel- 
lent work she had done, her enthusiasm, and ber 
quiet force pointed her out to the committee en- 
trusted with the affairs of the American Library 
Association at the World's Fair as the one per- 
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son fitted to prepare the books and take charge 
of the exhibit. This work occupied her in 
Albany and Chicago from July, 1892,to Nov., 
1893. Every one who visited the A. L. A. Li- 
brary knows how admirably she filled her post 
and how much she contributed to the great suc- 
cess of that section, The trustees of the Utica 
Public Library saw this and engaged her, as 
soon as her work in Chicago should be finished, 
to take charge of their library. It was thena 
gloomily covered collection of antiquated vol- 
umes, some of them valuable, but in chaotic dis- 
order. She introduced modern books and 
modern methods and brought the dead to life. 
She advocated free access to the shelves; the 
trustees, though somewhat apprehensive in re- 
gard to the innovation, consented ; the experi- 
ment was an entire success and very popular. 
The only restriction made is a necessary limi- 
tation of the number of children allowed at any 
one time to enter the too smal! children’s de- 
partment. 

Last spring she published a finding-list, and 
with the aid of her classmate, Miss Underhill, 
now her successor, she made some progress in 
a card catalog provided with notes giving an 
estimate of the books. But the more important 
work that she had planned to do,—to show 
what a library can be to a community —this 
she had but barely begun. She had, however, 
revealed clearly to the people what a librarian 
can be. 

Miss Cutler was very happy in Utica. The 
townspeople appreciated her work and let her 
know it. She assumed her duties Nov. 7, 
1893, and died there Aug. 2, 1895. 

It is not easy to speak of her character with- 
out seeming to exaggerate. Perhaps the most 
prominent trait was love of truth, not a con- 
scious and professed love —she was singularly 
free from self-consciousness, and was not in 
the habit of making professions — but a feeling 
that was the basis of her whole intellectual, 
moral, religious, and practical life. She hada 
fine sense of justice, She thought things out 
for herself, caring nothing for authority, 
though she was always ready to turn for advice 
to those whom she found to be better informed 
or wiser than herself ; but he who would keep 
her allegiance must convince her reason. I do 
not think that she ever had an enemy, but if 
she had had she would have adopted his views 
in preference to those of her dearest friend, if 
they had been wiser. 

Does this give the idea of a clear, cold intel- 
lect? Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
** Sweetness,” ‘‘beauty,” ‘‘loveliness,” ‘‘a 
charming smile,” ‘‘ gentle dignity,” ‘‘ her sunny 
head,” are the phrases that recur in the letters 
drawn forth by her death. She had not been at 
Utica two years, and yet when she died it was ap- 
parent that the whole city washer friend. Her 
unassuming manner, her quick sympathy, her 
kindliness won love; her quiet strength, her 
firmness, and her energy won respect. The 
amount of work that she accomplished, without 
hurry or fret, was only known by close observ- 
ers; the amount of help she gave was hardly 
known even to those who were assisted. There 


were cases where it was not help in learning 
only, but went much deeper; to some it was an 
inspiration, to some a consolation, to some a 
safeguard. There was something in her man- 
ner that attracted confidence. 

Accessible, accommodating, helpful, friendly 
as she was to all, she was yet reserved; any one 
would have to be very bold, or very obtuse, to 
take a liberty; only a few friends were intimate. 
Her life kept her often at a distance from her 
friends, but her love for home was strong, and 
she always returned to it with eagerness. 

She seemed to have no personal ambition. It 
made her unhappy to be chosen to any public 
office. She did not care for fame; she wanted 
to do good work. She was an excellent cataloger 
and classifier; but the administrative side of 
librarianship was perhaps more to her taste, and 
was equally within her power. 

She cared not for creeds or churches, but was 
profoundly religious in the sense of feeling an 
intimate relation to God. This frame of soul 
was natural to her from childhood; she had not 
come to it by any external influence, 

CHARLES A, CUTTER. 


American Library Association. 


SEVENTEENTH CONFERENCE, DENVER, 
AUGUST 12-18, 1895. 
FIRST DAY. 


AT 11.30 a.m., Tuesday, August 13, President 
H: M. Utley called the members of the American 
Library Association to order, opening the first 
session of the 17th conference, in the handsome 
hall of the Chamber of Commerce at Denver, 
Col. 

Mr. C: R. Dudley, of the City Library, intro- 
duced Mayor McMurray, remarking that it was 
notevery city in the wild and woolly West that 
could “ trot out a mayor that they were proud of 
to welcome a convention.” The mayor began 
his speech of welcome by saying that he had, as 
a preparation for the occasion, passed through 
36 hours of neuralgia. He extended a hearty 
welcome to the Association with the freedom of 
the city. He expressed the hope that the City 
Library would soon be transferred from the care 
of the Chamber of Commerce to that of the 
municipality, when it would be supported as it 
properly should be, by public taxation. The li- 
brary interests of large cities are one of the 
factors in building up the educational interests. 
Denver is proud of the great strides in improve- 
ment made’in a few years. He hoped the visit- 
ors would find as much rest and physical im- 
provement from their stay in the state as the 
citizens of Denver would derive social and in- 
tellectual benefit from their visit. 

Pres. Utley responded in a few words, return- 
ing thanks on behalf of the Association. He 
then opened the business of the conference by 
announcing the following officers appointed by 
the executive board to take the place of absen- 
tees. 

Secretary, C: Alex, Nelson, of Columbia Col- 
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lege Library ; treasurer, E. H, Anderson, of the 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburg, Pa. 

The following committees were alsoappointed: 

Finance —A. E. Whittaker, of Boulder, Col.; 
D. A. Campbell, of Lincoln, Neb. ; Miss Caroline 
H. Garland, of Dover, N. H. 

Resolutions — F: M. Crunden, of St. Louis; 
W: H. Brett, of Cleveland; Miss Agnes Van 
Valkenburg, of Milwaukee, Wis. 

Place of next meeting —W: R. Eastman, of 
Albany, N. Y.; H: L. Elmendorf, of St. Joseph, 
Mo.; Miss Caroline M. Hewins, of Hartford, Ct. 

The proceedings of the last conference were 
approved as printed. 

In opening his address President Utley noted 
the pleasing coincidence that the Association. 
and the Centennial State, in whose capital the 
conference is held, celebrate the same natal 
year. Referring to the wonderful transforma- 
tion of the country compared with the desert of 
the days when Lieut. Pike and Col. Fremont 
visited it, as ‘‘ the work of human hands guided 
by intelligent brains and an indomitable spirit 
of pluck and perseverance,” he added, ‘‘ We are 
accustomed to think of this combination as 
purely American. In many of its characteristics 
it certainly is so, and in no respect more dis- 
tinctively so than in the cause in which we 
are most interested. Not all the older common- 
wealths, even on this side of the Atlantic, have 
yet accepted the theory that the education of 
the citizen is the concern of the state. But in 
all this newer portion of our country this doc- 
trine has been incorporated into the fundamen- 
tal law.” The 20 states of the Northwest 
have accepted to the fullest extent the doctrine 
of the Ordinance of 1787, that schools and the 
means of education shall be forever encouraged. 
They ‘‘ have also provided for the establishment 
and maintenance of free public libraries at the 
general expense, and for the common use of all 
the people.” He then proceeded to discuss 
**the theory upon which the state assumes to 
levy tribute upon the property of individuals to 
provide means for maintaining libraries,” an- 
swering the question, ‘* By what right does the 
state tax the man of wealth to put miscellaneous 
books into the hands of the man who pays no 
tax?” The conclusion of his argument was 
that ‘‘ there is no limit to the concern of the free 
state in the education of its citizens. It is as 
much bound to provide libraries in which the 
adult may continue his studies as it is to main- 
tain schools in which as a child he may begin 
them. The day is not distant when this duty 
will be universally recognized in this country. 
In most of the states compulsory education laws 
prevail. In at least one every town is required 
by law to establish and maintain a free public 
library. In this respect New Hampshire is only 
leading the way in which others will shortly 
follow.” 

On behalf of the secretary, F. P. Hill, absent 
by reason of ill health, the acting secretary, C: 
Alex. Nelson, reported that the proceedings of 
the meetings of the executive board had been 
published in the LrprarRy JOURNAL; they were 
accepted and approved as so published. The 


reports of the treasurer and necrologist were 
then read by the secretary. 

The report showed a balance of $1108.85 in 
the treasury, and $448 still due from delinquent 
members. The treasurer recommended that 
members whose dues have been running for two 
or three years should be dropped from the list. 
The report was accepted and referred to the 
finance committee for audit. On motion of Mr. 
Wing, the treasurer was instructed to send the 
names of those in arrears to members in good 
standing, resident in their vicinity, that they 
may be personally called upon to pay up. 

The necrology included the following-named 
members: Miss Almira Leach Hayward, of 
Cambridge, Mass.; Mrs. E. E. Marble, of Fall 
River, Mass.; Reuben Brooks Poole, of New 
York; John Fletcher Williams, of Rochester, 
Minn.; Eckley B. Coxe, of Drifton, Pa.; Charles 
Augustus Wheelock, of Uxbridge, Mass. 

The secretary also announced the death of 
Miss Louisa Salome Cutler, of Syracuse. 

The executive board reported its inability to 
comply with the resolution passed last year, 
asking that the papers to be read at the A. 
L. A. meeting be obtained, printed, and distrib- 
uted at least one month before the meeting, as 
it has been found impossible to obtain the papers 
in advance. No committee on aids and guides 
was named for this year, as it was deemed best 
to omit several committees from the work at 
Denver. 

The report of the committee on public docu- 
ments, by R. R. Bowker, gave the history of 
Public act No. 15, ‘‘ providing for the public 
printing and binding and the distribution of 
public documents,” which passed the House of 
Representatives on report of the conference 
committee in December, 1894. It took four years 
to secure the passage of the bill. It went last 
through the Senate uncer the auspices of Sen- 
ator Gorman, and at his hands unfortunately 
suffered many changes for political purposes, 
which very nearly proved disastrous to the firal 
passage of the bill by the House. Mr. F. A. 
Crandall, the new superintendent of public docu- 
ments, has appointed his assistants on the ground 
of fitness only. Miss A. R. Hasse, late of Los 
Angeles, is librarian, with a corps of trained 
assistants, including J. H. Hickcox as cataloger. 
There has been a gratifying increase of good 
bibliographic record in several states, particu- 
larly California and Texas. The displacement 
within the past year or two of many capable and 
trained state librarians for political reasons 
seems to make it advisable that the association 
again emphasize its view that the office of libra- 
rian in state or city is distinctly non-political, 
and that the tenure of office ought not to be 
affected by political considerations. 

A communication from the Board of Women 
Managers of the Cotton States and Internation- 
al Exposition at Atlanta, inviting the members 
to attend the Congress of Women Librarians to 
be held in the Women’s building, November 29- 
30, was read and referred to a special committee 
consisting of Miss Ahern, Miss Sharp, and Mr. 
E, H, Anderson. 
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A request from the same board for the loan of 
the model A. L. A library exhibited at Chicago | 


was referred to the secretary with instructions 
to reply that the A. L. A. library was now the 
property of the Bureau of Education at Wash- 
ington. 


At the opening of the afternoon session a let- 
ter was read from Reuben A. Guild, of Provi- 
dence, R. L., librarian emeritus of Brown 
University, resigning his membership at the 
age of 73, having served as an active libra- 
rian for 46 years. 

On motion of C: Alex. Nelson, Mr. Guild and 
all other survivors of the first librarians’ con- 
vention, held in New York in 1853, were made 
honorary members of the Association by a 
unanimous vote. 

The report of the committee on foreign docu- 
ments, R. G. Thwaites, chairman, was read by 


Miss Ahern, of the committee. Communications | 


from Secretary of State Gresham and from Supt. 
S. P. Langley, of the Smithsonian Institution, 
showing the difficulties attending the procuring 
of foreign documents, are included in this re- 
port. A list of foreign governments which 
exchange Official publications with the Govern- 
ment of the United States is also given. The 
report concludes as follows: ‘‘ The report of the 
Smithsonian Institution offers little hope for any 
but state or large university libraries in solicit- 
ing foreign governments for official publications; 
but there are many such libraries in America, 
and to these it will be important to ascertain 
exactly upon what footing they may hope to 
stand in this matter. To this end the investiga- 
tion now in progress should be continued by the 
Association, and an early notification of appoint- 
ment sent to the members of the committee 
selected. 

“Although stateand university libraries are 
chiefly interested in this matter, other libraries 
of importance will find that in some lines of re- 
ports, such as railways, insurance, etc., courte- 
ous requests to the heads of bureaus will general- 
ly be acceded to; particularly so, if the librarian 
can secure the friendly offices of the resident 
American minister. In the Wisconsin State His- 
torical Library we have found that France, Ger- 
many, Belgium, Holland, the Australian prov- 
inces, and Mexico have been most generously dis- 
posed. In regard-to English documents, I think 
most American librarians will agree that the 
case is hopeless, save through cash subscription. 
In general, we should recognize that probably 
no government is so free with its documents as 
the American.” 

The report was accepted. 

The report of the committee on library 
school and training-classes was read by Miss 
Van Valkenburg. The report states that the 
demand for students of the Library School at 
Albany is so constant, that a large number of the 
senior class have this year been detailed for 
field-work. ‘‘It' would seem,” is added, ‘‘ that 
this success might menace the life of the insti- 
tution, for a school without a graduating class 
might cause remark.” The work of making 
special bibliographies and reading lists is partic- 
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ularly mentioned, and some of these, it is stated, 
are to be issued in bulletins for circulation. 
There has been a marked increase in the salarics 
paid to students graduated from the school. 
The work atthe Drexel Institute is commended. 
19 students received certificates last spring. 
The work at the Armour Institute has minute 
description and is highly commended. The 
course of study occupies two years. ‘* The read- 
ing-room is free to all, and students from out- 
side who wish books may borrow them for home 
use.”” The members of the training-class have 
thus an example of the working of a small circu- 
lating library. The Institute has also “ placed 
some valuable little travelling libraries in the 
homes of the poor families in the vicinity. 
Members of the faculty and class visit the house, 
talk about the books and help the children to 
select such literature as will interest and instruct 
them. Pictures are to be added to circulate as 
the books do.” The commitiee must have been 
pressed for time, as no mention is made of the 
Pratt Institute training-class, nor of Mr. Fletch- 
er’s summer school at Amherst. The report 
was accepted. 

Dr.G: E. Wire read the final report of the 
committee on subject headings, presenting as 
the result of its three years’ service a bound 
volume of 193 p., entitled ‘‘ List of subject 
headings for use in dictionary catalogs. Pre- 
pared by a committee of the A. L. A. Pub- 
lished for the A. L. A. Publishing Section by 
the Library Bureau. Boston, 189s.” The re- 
port was accepted and the committee was dis- 
charged with thanks, 

Mr. J. N. Wing read J. C. Rowell’s paper on 
the ‘Scheme of international co-operation in 
indexing scientific periodicals, transactions, and 
monographs.” The subject was discussed by 
O. L. Fassig, librarian of the U. S. Weather 
Bureau, who also read a letter from Herbert H. 
Field, of Paris, France. What indorsement, if 
any, the association could give to the scheme it 
was left with the council to decide. 


The evening was given up to an informal re- 
ception in the ladies’ ordinary of the Windsor. 
After an enjoyable conversazione, in which the 
friendships of former conventions were re- 
newed and new ones established, the president 
called the meeting to order, expressing his 
pleasure at seeing so many former acquain- 
tances again, and hoping that there would be 
many other and as happy meetings in store 
forthem. Mr. Carr then proceeded to call the 
roll of names from the register. ‘‘ As each 
name was reached,” writes the Aefublican re- 
porter, ‘‘the delegates rose and ‘went on exhi- 
bition,’ as one merry little woman from Mil- 
waukee aptly put it. From the events of the 
evening it was quite apparent that librarians are 
not the recluses that they are popularly sup- 
posed to be.” The News said : ‘‘ The evening 
meeting was certainly a most interesting one. 
Roll was called, and a response from the Pacific 
coast was followed by one from New Hamp- 
shire, and still again from Maryland and Mis- 
sourl. The representatives of great universi- 
ties or state libraries alternated with the libra- 
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rians from some little town in Vermont or 
Montana, or a Sunday-school librarian from a 
Colorado town, The fact was proved that the 
librarians are unusually good extemporaneous 
speakers. The number of good stories told 
was remarkable, each speaker seeming to vie 
with the last, and the women seeming as profi- 
cient as the men in the ait.” 

An incident of this novel entertainment was 
the presentation to President Utley by C: 
R. Dudley, on behalf of a half-dozen members, 
of a peculiar gavel with which to maintain 
order at the meetings. This was a Sioux 
squaw's skull-crusher —a round stone, covered 
with rawhide, to which was attached a handle 
also covered with hide and ornamented, and 
tipped with the end of a horse's tail—a weapon 
with which squaws are said to despatch 
wounded enemies found on a field of battle. 
Mr. Dudley closed his presentation speech very 
happily by referring to this peaceful weapon as 
“a choice specimen of Colorado maiden-hair 
fern with the bulb attached.” 


SECOND DAY. 

The session of Wednesday morning was held 
atthe high school. The secretary read a letter 
from Miss Mary S. Cutler giving a brief per- 
sonal notice of Miss Lou'sa S. Cutler. On ac- 
count of Miss M. S. Cutler’s unavoidable ab- 
sence the committee on supplement to A. L. A. 
catalog was continued until next year. 

C: Alex. Nelson made a verbal presentation 
of the subject of a general catalog of American 
periodicals, detailing the action already taken 
by the New York Library Club toward making 
such a catalog. The amount of labor involved 
would be great, but assistance wou'd be asked 
for and expected from state associations and 
local clubs in all sections of the country. Valu- 
able aid had been promised and a committee 
had the formulation of a definite plan for the 
work under consideration. The subject was 
brought forward now in order that valuable 
points might be had from its discussion. Mr. 
Utley described the list made by the late Mr. 
Perkins of the 223 American literary publica- 
tions in the Detroit Library. A large card 
8x1o cm. was used on which the full title was 
given, with place of publication, class, size 
and frequency of issue. Columns were ruled to 
show numbers, volumes, series, dates covered, 
publisher, editor, paging, in Poole or not, etc., 
etc. He said that Mr. Solberg, of the Boston 
Book Co., was much interested in this list and 
pronounced it good material. He thought the 
time had come to do this work. There were 
numerous local publications that would be 
made known to all by such a general catalog. 

The topic attracted general attention and an 
extended discussion followed, eliciting numerous 
questions and suggestions, and many pledges of 
assistance were given. Mr. Brett's paper on 
**The use of periodicals” gave additional inter- 
est to the program of the morning and brought 
out many views on the preservation of news- 
papers. The consensus of opinion was that li- 
braries, especially the smaller ones, should pre- 
serve and bind files of their local papers, as the 


main source of local history, furnishing the 
supply of material from which future historians 
will draw. 

Miss Emily I. Wade’s paper on ‘‘ Cataloging 
in the future” opened with some remarks on 
the advantages of the Rudolph Indexer, noting 
also its limitations. Bulletins increased the cir- 
culation of the particular books they contain, to 
the exclusion of other works which have ap- 
peared only in the officialcatalog. The accumu- 
lation of numerous alphabetical lists exhausts 
the patience of readers and something more 
comprehensive is needed, and the printed cata- 
log becomes a necessity. An interesting ac- 
count of the cost of printed catalogs followed. 
The possibilities of the improved linotype were 
considered at length, and the conclusion was 
reached that ‘‘ the linotype furnishes the most 
economical solution to the problem.” Through 
the ease with which the bars may be taken out 
and arranged in different combinations, conven- 
ient lists of books in various classes, as needed, 
may be published at small cost. 

The president read a brief paper from Mr. 
Cole questioning the usefulness of the brief-title 
finding lists. Our libraries must have better 
and fuller catalogs, but their cost is such as to 
debar many libraries from even attempting 
them. “ The catalogs of other libraries, how- 
ever excellent in themselves, are of but the 
slightest use to any other library.” 

This latter statement was immediately con- 
troverted by Messrs. Nelson, Peoples, and others. 

Mr. Nelson remarked that in ‘‘running down” 
special subjects, after Poole and the A. L. A. 
index, he found the analytical entries in the 
Cleveland Public Library of great value, as were 
also the Peabody Institute, Brooklyn, and Bos- 
ton Atheneum catalogs. 

Mr. Brett made an interesting announcement 
of a scheme for supplying on printed cards a 
monthly continuation of Poole’s Index to peri- 
odicals, so as to render their contents immedi- 
ately accessible, supplementing but not inter- 
fering with the Fletcher ‘‘ Annual index.” A 
special committee was appointed to consider 
the feasibility of the scheme. 

The session closed with a paper from Dr. G: 
E. Wire on the ‘Medical departments of li- 
braries.” He discussed the best books in this 
line for popular use; these should be confined 
to works on physiology, hygiene, etc. All tech- 
nical works should be left to the medical libra- 
ries. One good popular periodical devoted to 
hygiene should be taken, Popular works on 
abstruse subjects, giving the average reader in 
five minutes what it has taken the doctor five 
years of study to acquire, cannot be had. The 
list of books named by Dr. Wire will prove of 
great value to librarians. 


The afternoon session was opened by an ad- 
dress on behalf of the Denver Public Library by 
Aaron Gove, superintendent of schools. The 
marvellous facilities afforded for the gaining of 
information by the improved methods of catalog- 
ing libraries, he said, made the librarian an insti- 
gator of laziness. All he had to do to secure in- 
formation on any point was to call up Mr. Dana 
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over the telephone, and in a few minutes what 
he wished to know was given to him, without his 
leaving his office. He paid a very high tribute 
to Mr. Dana's efficiency as a librarian. Nothing 
can compare in the slightest degree, he said, 
with the educational value of a library conducted 
in conjunction with the public schools. Un- 
observed he had watched from a point of ad- 
vantage the children gathered in their reading- 
room, from 50 to 300 at a time, and noted 
them standing lovingly at their book-shelves, 
with their eager looks and whispered conver- 
sations. He traced the development of the li- 
brary since it fell heir to 1000 volumes from a 
defunct library. ‘‘ When some good man dies,” 
said- he, ‘‘ and leaves us a bequest, we are going 
to have a beautiful library building. If he will 
give it to us before he dies, we will have our 
building sooner, and if you will fix this little 
silver business for us down East, we will have it 
any way.” 

Miss Theresa West opened the symposium 
on ‘‘Improper books: methods employed to 
discover and exclude them,” with a brief, sen- 
sible, and practical paper. ‘‘ The underlying 
principle of my own selection of books for a 
library, which is essentially for the people, is 


that books which speak truth concerning nor- | 


mal wholesome conditions may be safely 
bought, however plain spoken. While on the 
other hand books which treat of morbid, di- 
seased conditions of the individual man, or of 
society at large, are intended for the student of 
special subjects, to be bought after due consider- 
ation of the just relation of the comparative 


rights of students and general reader. The | 


first sieve by which we sift our purchases is the 


general reputation of the publishing houses.” | 


From some houses books are taken almost as a 
matter of course. From others nothing is taken 
without careful examination. Questionable 
books are not given out without first informing 
the reader of their character, and never to chil- 
dren or young people except on the written re- 
quest of parent or guardian. This matter of 
tabooed books isconducted as quietly as possible, 

Mr. J. N. Larned wrote: ‘‘It is important 
that every possible effort should be made, in 
the management of a public library, to avoid 
the appearance of an assumption of arbitrary 
censorship over the literature supplied to its 
readers. Selection there must be, of course.” 
The right attitude is one that will cast responsi- 
bility for the possession and use of such books, 
as far as may be, on the public for whom the 
library is maintained. A distinct pressure of 
considerable demand should be waited for be- 
fore such books are bought, but it will not often 
be right or wise to offensively resist such a 
demand. No book of the kind should be given 
to any adult reader without distinct information 
as to the character it bears. 

Mr. W: H. Brett said that whilea vast number 
of apparently sensational books are now pub- 
lished, such diversity of opinion exists as to the 
theories advanced by them that great care should 
be exercised in excludingthem. The ‘ cranky” 


idea of to-day may be the accepted belief of to- 
In a transition time one must hesitate | four copyright depositories, 


morrow. 
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| before judging anything new by the prevailing 


standards. The librarian has a right to judge 
the so-called classics of literature by the same 
rules applied to the productions of the hour. 
Not only bad and unworthy books should be ex- 
cluded, but unhelpful ones, and those dealing 
with abnormal conditions. The best guide in 
selection and discrimination among these is goc d 
common sense. 

Dr. G: E. Wire, in a paper on ‘‘ How a libra- 
rian should read,” discussing not only how to 
read, but also when, where, what, and why a li- 
brarian should read. He must read a sentence 
at aglance, and his knowledge of common words 
should be so good as to enable him to handle 
them in masses. He must grasp a title at once, 
and grasp itaccurately. Itis purely professional 
reading, and with use of tables of contents, in- 
dexes, and judicious skipping, allows one to get 
| over a vast amount of ground in the smallest 
possible amount of time. He reads simply to 
getan idea of the books he places before the 
public. He should be familiar with the criti- 
cisms and reviews of new books. The less a 
librarian knows the less he is worth. In short, 
| the librarian should aim to know something 
| about every known branch of knowledge. 
| Miss Sharp's paper on ‘* Libraries in second- 
| ary schools” received the close attention it mer- 
| ited as one of the best read during the confer- 
| ence. Every high school should have a library 

of its own, and the public library should make 
| the high school a sub-station, sending cases of 

interesting books from time to time. Free ac- 
| cess to the shelves should be allowed that the 

pupils may browse among the books. Thechief 
| value of a school library is the constant prox- 
| imity of the books to the pupils. But there 
must be with the library the intelligent super- 
vision of the teacher, that the scholars may learn 
how to use reference books, and to appreciate 
and love a library and desire to possess one. 

Mr. Nelson remarked that the ideas advanced 
in this paper were of such practical value to 
teachers that he hoped it would be published in 
one or more of the educational journals and be 
widely read, especially in normal schools. A 
movement was on foot in New Jersey, he said, 
to give lectures to teachers on reference books 
and the use of a library. 

Mr. Brett hoped Miss Sharp's paper would be 
published in separate form for distribution 
among schools, 


THIRD DAY, 


The morning session of Thursday was post- 
poned until evening, and the day was spent in 
making the famous loop trip to Georgetown and 
Silver Plume, where dinner was had and the 
Diamond and New Burleigh silver mines were 
visited by members of the party, several walk- 
ing into the latter mine a distance of 1000 feet, 
to the point where the first vein of paying ore 
was struck. 


At the evening session, held at the Windsor, 
Mr. S. H. Ranck’s paper on “ Copyright depos- 
| itories” was read by Mr. H. J. Carr. Mr. 
| Ranck advocated the establishment of at least 
It is alarming to 
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think what would happen in the event of an act 
of war, or even of fire, in our national copy- 
right depository. ‘‘ The carefulness and fore- 
sight of ordinary business affairs demand that 
all shall not be risked in one place.” 

Mr. Hopkins’ paper on ‘‘ A handbook of li- 
brary economy,” read by A. E. Whitaker, sug- 
gested the publication of such a handbook in 
the form of a dictionary, which should contain 
about 1000 articles, arranged alphabetically by 
subjects, with cross-reference, and a carefully 
prepared bibliography with an index. 

This paper was referred to the Publishing 
section. 

A paper On the *‘ Best method of changing a 
subscription library to a free public library,” by 
C. W. McClintock, was read by J. T. Woodruff. 
The only plan found feasible in Pennsylvania 
was that of subsidizing the common schools, 
making an appropriation for them exclusively. 
An act was passed by the last legislature giving 
the schools the requisite assistance in establish- 
ing and carrying on free libraries. 

Prof. G: T. Little’s paper on ‘ Helping 
inquirers,” read by Miss Garland, presented 
briefly and clearly the essential qualifications of 
a good reference librarian. The first point in 
giving help is understanding the inquirer, who 
may not be able to state clearly what he is in 
search of. ‘‘ The mental dexterity of a lawyer, 
the manners of a diplomat, and the patience of a 
saint are qualities the librarian must cultivate, 
if he would clearly comprehend the inquiries 
put to him.” Mastery of the library is also 
essential. Not all librarians are walking en- 
cyclopedias. Most know only because they 
know where to find the facts. The librarian 
should have the acquaintance of an expert, (1) 
with reference books, (2) with the classification 
of the library, (3) with recent bibliographies, 
especially the more informal and helpful notes 
in library bulletins and literary newspapers, the 
aids which his fellow-librarians have put in 
print. 

The members were not in a critical or debat- 
ing mood after the day's jaunt of 100 miles, and 
the papers received no comment. 

The report of the co-operation committee was 
read by title and ordered printed. 

Messrs. Crunden, Wire, and Wing were ap- 
pointed a committee on the subject of a memo- 
rial to Dr. W: F: Poole. 


FOURTH DAY. 


The first business at the morning session of 
Friday, Aug. 16, was the election of officers. 
Messrs. Crunden and Clark were appointed as 
tellers. The vote was taken by the Australian 
ballot system, and the following, having re- 
ceived the highest number of votes, were de- 
clared elected : 

President : John Cotton Dana, Denver, Col. 

Vice-presidents: Henry J. Carr, Scranton, 
Pa.; Theresa H. West, Milwaukee, Wis.; 


+ Mr. F, P. Hill had resigned his position as secretary 
some months previous, owing to ill-health, and he was 
not a candidate for re-election. 


Treasurer: George Watson Cole, Jersey City’ 


Trustee of Endowment Fund: Norman Will- 
iams, Chicago, Ill, 

A. L. A. Council: Katherine L. Sharp, Chi- 
cago; Herbert Putnam, Boston; Henry W. 
Utley, Detroit ; Edwin H. Anderson, Pittsburg. 

The committee on place of next meeting re- 
ported the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

“Voted, That we have received with great sat- 
isfaction the proposals for an international con- 
ference of the American Library Association, 
and the Library Association of the United 
Kingdom in Great Britain, at some time in the 
near future, and promise that this Association 
enter heartily into such plans to that effect as 
may be made by future conferences. 

** But it is the conviction of this meeting that 
the near approach of the grand centennial in 
Paris, in the year 1900, points to that dateas the 
one to be chosen for a gathering of the libra- 
rians of the world.” 

Opportunity was then given for the present- 
ing of names of places for the next meeting. 
Miss Imogene Hazeltine, of Jamestown, N. Y., 
presented the attractions of Chautauqua Lake, 
its accessibility, its delightfulness as a place of 
rest, the great opportunity for reaching thou- 
sands of people by holding sessions for one 
day at the Chautauqua Assembly grounds, and 
on behalf of the people of Jamestown extended 
their cordial invitation to a banquet to be given 
to the Association. 

No abstract can give any idea of the charming 
eloquence with which Miss Hazeltine presented 
her case. Her earnestness, clear-cut phrases, 
and glowing word-pictures captivated the con- 
ference, and she took her seat amid a storm of 
applause. 

Mr. Brett arose with the remark that if he 
had not come to the conference expressly to 
present the claims of Cleveland he should have 
to vote for Chautauqua, But there were rea- 
sons why the invitation from the city of Cleve- 
land should be accepted for next year rather 
than any other. It would be the 200th anni- 
versary of the settlement of the place, and the 
soth of the founding of the library. The great 
lakes offered special attractions for post-confer- 
ence excursions at low rates. This was the sec- 
ond year the call to meet at Cleveland had been 
made, and he hoped for a favorable answer. 
Miss Hazeltine, perceiving the cogency of Mr. 
Brett’s arguments, and evidently unwilling to 
enter into a contest in which victory for her 
cause would bring great disappointment to 
others, gracefully withdrew the claims which she 
had presented for Chautauqua in favor of Cleve- 
land. By this delicate and tactful move Miss 
Hazeltine secured for her cause, when she 
next chooses to present it, the votes of all who 
were present. No other places being presented, 
Cleveland was chosen by a unanimous vote as 
the place for the next conference, the time to 
be selected by the council — probably about the 
first of September, 1896. 

The report of the finance committee was read 
and accepted. 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Charles R. Dudley, Denver, Colo. 
Secretary: H. L. Elmendorf, St. Joseph, Mo.* 
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The following queries from the question box 
were read, and the answers obtained by a show 
of hands: 

How many of those present at this confer- 
ence, who came from active library work, had 
their expenses met by their several libraries ? 
Answer: 21. 

How many had their time given but not ex- 
penses? Answer. 32. 

The amendments proposed to the constitution 
were fully discussed and finally laid over until! 
the afternoon session. 

The committee on resolutions presented the 
following resolution, prepared by Mir. Fassig : 

** As the rapid growth of that class of scientific 
literature which is being issued in serial publi- 
cations makes a comprehensive subject-index to 
this material of the greatest importance, and as 
the labor involved in the preparation of such 
an index makes international co-operation neces- 
sary, the American Library Association heartily 
indorses the movement inaugurated by the 
Royal Society of London for indexing the cur- 
rect scientific literature in serial publications. 

** Believing that the best method for accom- 
plishing this purpose can most readily be arrived 
at by discussion in a conference of those most 
directly interested in the work, the Association 
further indorses the recent recommendation of 
the Committee of the Royal Society to hold an 
international conference in London in the sum- 
mer of 1896 for the consideration of plans.” 

Accepted and referred to the council. 

The special committee on Mr. Brett’s scheme 
for indexing current periodicals reported, ‘‘ That 
they are convinced that the plan is a good and 
proper one to try, and recommend it to the favor- 
able consideration of the conference.” Adopted. 


At the afternoon session the proposed amend- 
ments to the constitution were taken up and 
again discussed. When the final vote on their 
adoption was taken, failing to secure a two- 
thirds vote in their favor, they were declared re- 
jected. 


At 3.15 p.m. a committee from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce took charge of the members, 
and in electric cars took them for a ride over 
nearly all the electric lines in the city. The 
excursion proved a most delightful one. We 
were whirled thro’ fine wide avenues in the heart 
of the city, back and forth thro’ shaded suburbs, 
up hill and down, by park and gardens, lakes, 
and pleasure-grounds, with constantly changing 
and ever attractive views, now of the city from 
the summit of a hill, and now of the magnificent 
mountain-range to the west. The queen city of 
the plains was exhibited to us in all her loveli- 
ness. A specially notable feature was the utter 
absence of rookeries or slums. Scarcely a 
wooden building was to be seen, save a few 
neat cottages. 

Friday evening the members sat down to their 
annual dinner in company with a number of 
guests. It was royally served and keenly en- 
joyed. Hon. Platt Rogers, of the committee of 
the City Library, gave an entertaining after-din- 
nerspeech, and C: Alex. Nelson recited an origi- 
nal poem on Oliver Wendell Holmes. The 


remainder of the evening was delightfully spent 
in pleasant social intercourse. 


NINTH DAY. 


At 10.30 a.m. of Wednesday, Aug. 21, the 
final session of the conference was calied to order 
in the lecture-room of the beautiful Coburn 
Library at Colorado Springs. The committee 
on the memorial to the late Dr. W: F: Poole 
presented the following preliminary report: 
** Your committee has organized by the election 
of Dr. Wire as secretary and treasurer, and re- 
quests that members present who wish to sub- 
scribe to the fund hand their names to Dr. 
Wire. Your committee recommends that the 
memorial take the form of a bronze bust, which, 
with a suitable pedestal, can be procured fora 
sum not to exceed $500. This sum can certainly 
be raised in an association of this size; and 
your committee would urge upon all members 
of the A. L. A. that in thus paying respect to 
the memory of a distinguished representative we 
are honoring the profession to which we are 
proud to belong.” 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

The report of the special committee, to which 
was referred the communications from the 
board of women managers of the Atlanta Ex- 
position, was read by Mr. Carr, viz.: ‘* Your 
committee appointed to consider the communi- 
cations from Mrs. Wallace and others concern- 
ing the action of this body in regard to the At- 
lanta Cotton Exposition beg leave to submit the 
following: 1, It is advisable that the secretary 
respond to the letters received, accepting the 
invitation for individual members to attend and 
take part in proceedings of the library congress 
to be held during the Exposition. 2, Itis further 
advised that the committee in charge of the 
library exhibit be informed that the A. L. A. no 
longer has possession of the model library ex- 
hibited at Chicago, the same having been given 
into the charge of the U.S. Bureau of Education, 
to whom application should be made.” 

The report was received and adopted. 

The committee on resolutions reported the 
following: ‘‘ Resolved, That the thanks of the 
American Library Association are due and are 
hereby tendered tothe Denver Chamber of Com- 
merce, to the Colorado Library Association, 
and to the resident members of the A. L. A., 
and also to the Chamber of Commerce and the 
Reception Committee of Colorado Springs, for 
the cordial hospitality they have extended to 
this Association and for the enjoyable enter- 
tainment they have provided for visiting dele- 
gates.” 

Accepted and unanimously adopted. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Elmendorf, all 
friends of the library movement were invited to 
become members of the Association. 

The president then avnounced the topic for 
the morning’s discussion: ‘‘ Systems of control, 
support, and administration of public libraries.” 

Mr. Ehrich, of Colorado Springs, after cor- 
dially welcoming the Association, remarked that 
in former times the librarian filled the position 
of custodian and keeper of books. ‘ As Longfel- 
low has said that books are the sepulchres of 
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human thought, so the librarian was the pre- 


mine-owners and make him see that this is the 


venter of body-snatching. But now he is an | opportunity to make his name immortal.” 


educator co-operating in extending and carrying 


President Utley: ‘‘In a city in Michigan a 


out the library sentiment. There are in Colo- | public-spirited man said he would give $100,000 
rado Springs three libraries: 1, The Coburn | fora library. He erected a building on a lot, 
Library, the gift of a noble son of Massachusetts, | which he also gave, and the total cost was 
the more remarkable since the donor never saw | $150,000. This he gave tothe city on the con- 
Colorado Springs; it is a students’ reference | dition that it would maintain the library, and 
library of about 16,000 v., well selected. 2, A | there it stands in Muskegon as a lasting monu- 


small private subscription library of 1500 books, 
principally fiction. 43, A free public library. I 
trust none of you will visit it, as we are not 
proud of it. It contains some 2000 books, and 
circulated 11,000 v. last year, chiefly among the 
invalid class who visit our city, to whom it says 
in the words of Titus Andronicus: 
* Come, and take choice of all my library, 
And so beguile thy sorrow.’ 

** We have had a library law passed, but our 
city is only 25 years old; it is expensive to 
convert a prairie into a city; school-houses 
have to be provided, and there is a demand for 
a church for every to inhabitants, so that we 
have not yet ventured to levy the library tax al- 
lowed. 

“Some of us have a scheme — the gold-bugs 
have a plan — but we silver-bugs have ascheme. 
After the panic of 1890-93 Colorado Springs 
said: ‘I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help,’ so we have the 
hope that some citizen into whose lap the hills 
have poured wealth will establish and endow a 
public library, and then will we boldly raise the 
ride ‘No taxation without library representa- 
tion.’” 

Rev. Mr. Gregg said: ‘‘ I cannot add very 
much to what Mr, Ehrich has so well said. I 
am filled with a sanguine feeling at finding my- 
self here by the side of Miss Hewins, formerly 
librarian of our old Hartford Library Associa- 
tion, and I realize that 15 years ago I read 
a paper there begging for a free library in 
Hartford. I think Mr. Ehrich’s prophecy will 
come true. I wish you would visit our library 
and see how our books have been used. Some 
of them are tied together with strings and cir- 
culate in that condition. Our city fathers gave 
us $500 a year for two or three years, and $900 
last year, We have accomplished here in 20 
years what New England towns took 200 to 
do. The Cripple Creek war cost this county 
$75,000. There are 23 different religious organi- 
zations here, each calling for support. I am de- 
lighted that this meeting has been arranged for, 
and look for good results from its influence.” 

Mr. Walter C. Frost: ‘‘ Our citizens have 
come from everywhere. I came from a New 
England town where the library was open every 
Sunday at the Unitarian Church. I never lived 
in a New England city where they had not 
a library. Newton, Mass., was one where they 
had nine or ten delivery stations, and carried 
out books to the people. A library centre here 
in El Paso county would bind people together. 
Here people are accustomed to co-operation. 
It took $600,000 to bring water here. I have 
great hopes for our scheme. But I would be 

lad to learn how we can consolidate this idea 
or a library ; how to get at one of these rich 


ment to the generosity, liberality, and public 


| spirit of this individual. The same thing was 
| done in Kalamazoo. You ought not to be too 


timid in calling upon the taxpayers. There isa 
public spirit among all classes ready to support a 
library.” 

Mr. Elmendorf: ‘ I want to wish well to the 
scheme for Colorado Springs. The public li- 
brary movement is a popular one. It is not an 
extra tax to support it, but a necessity; the 
Cripple Creek war, sewers, etc., are the extra 
taxes. This is a distribution to be regularly 
counted on in your tax levy. Our people in St. 
Joseph were disposed to consider favorably 
changing not the amount of the levy but the 
distribution ; the vote was almost unanimous in 
favor of the apportionment.” 

Miss Hewins: ‘‘ Mr. Gregg has referred to 
the Hartford Library Association. Twenty 
years ago it was a struggling institution, sup- 
ported by a $5 subscription from 500 or 600 
subscribers, For years there were meetings 
and talks about making it a free library, but no 
results, until five or six years ago a nephew of 
Pierrepont Morgan induced him and others to 
give $250,000, on condition that $150,000 more 
were raised. It took some time to do this, but 
it was accomplished.” 

Mr. Eastman: ‘‘ We all feel at home having 
a welcome from men who are working for a li- 
brary. Ditches and sewers don’t wait for a 
man to die, nor are they dug and built from the 
proceeds of entertainments. We must create 
a sentiment that the public library is a ne- 
cessity. We have no right to lecture the 
people of Colorado Springs, when neither New 
York, nor Buffalo, nor Albany has any such 
free public library as Denver has, Endow- 
ments are uncertain, entertainments tire out, 
taxation must come as a necessity. A current 
toward the delivery counter will start the other. 
A building is not the first thing to be desired.” 

Mr. Carr referred to the experience at Scran- 
ton, Pa., where a citizen set out to erect a me- 
morial to his parents, started with $75,co00, and 
landed at $125,000. Popular subscription raised 
$25,000, and the city agreed to maintain the li- 
brary. 

Mr. Woodruff emphasized the idea of a com- 
bination of forces. One town in Illinois hada 
circulating library supported by contributions. 
A lady offered $5000, provided $30,000 could be 
raised. The offer stood for some years exerting 
influence. She died and provided by will for 
giving the amount she had promised, so the 
library was finally successful. In another place 
the deed of the donor gave the impulse. His 
donation was seconded by his children, and then 
by the town, The motive to appeal to for needed 
help is not only the perpetuation of a name, 
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Property ig a trust. There is a community of 
interest and right in property accumulated. The 
unearned increment is a fit object of public 
claim. 


Mr. J. C. Dana: ‘‘ Our experience cannot be | 


of much value to people of Colorado Springs. 
Our School district no. 1 is perhaps the only 
one in the state able to raise a tax sufficiently 
large, about $6000. The board of education 
runs the library with a special tax levied under 
the school law.” 

Rev. Mr. Washburn, formerly of Stockbridge, 
Mass., referred to Mr. S.S. Green and his work 
in Worcester. ‘‘ We are like Artemus Ward, all 
ready to have some rich man start. I say begin 
ona popular movement, do something ourselves, 
We must raise money and afterward let the 
rich man come along.” 

Mr, Nelson: ‘‘I simply wish to acknowledge 
the correction of the impression I received on 
reading your Colorado library law. It seemed 
to me to put too much control of library funds 
into the hands of the politicians and rings. But 
since I have seen the magnificent school-houses 
in every town I have visited, even in the mining 
towns in the heart of the Rockies, often the 
finest building in the town, and have met and 
talked with and heard, as we have this morning, 
the men who handle public moneys, my fears 
have vanished. Your taxes will be well! spent 
and your libraries will come soon.” 

Rev. W. A. Platt, editor of the Gazette, said: 
‘* T came here to take notes for my paper, not to 
talk. But this is one of the most practical dis- 
cussions I have ever heard. Let us get up a 
popular sentiment and we shall have a library. 
The Gazette will help all in its power.” 

On motion of Mr. Eastman, a unanimous vote 
of thanks was extended to Mr. Warren for his 
untiring efforts for the comfort and pleasure of 
the members. 

Meetings of the various sections were called 
to be held immediately after adjournment. 

Adjourned at 12.20 p.m. 


The cordiality of our reception will long be 
remembered. Members of the Colorado Li- 
brary Association sent bouquets to 40 rooms 
at the Windsor shortly after our arrival. The 
reception Wednesday evening at the High 
School was a brilliant success. It was held in 
the fine large entrance hall of the building, 
which, with the Friends in Council room and 
others, was handsomely decorated with flowers. 
Gov. McIntyre and many of the leading citizens 
of Denver were present. Music was furnished 
by an orchestra and refreshments were served 
throughout the evening. The University Club 
House at Denver and the El! Paso Club at Colo- 
rado Springs were freely opened to members 
of the Association. The various excursions ar- 
ranged for were fully enjoyed by all who took 
them. The Flower festival at Colorado Springs 


and the illuminated bicycle evening parade were 
added beautiful incidents of our visit. The 
post-conference trips and excursions will! be 
fully written up for the Proceedings. 

C: ALEX. NELSON, Secretary pro tem. 


TRANSACTIONS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

THE executive board of the A. L. A. met atthe 
'Coburn Library Building, Colorado Springs, 
| Wednesday, August 21. Present: Messrs. Utley, 
Dana, Carr, Dudley, Elmendorf,and Miss West; 
| also W: H. Brett, as representing place of next 

meeting. Mr. Brett (as chairman) and Secre- 
|tary Elmendorf were selected as local com- 

mittee (with power to add to their number); said 
|; committee to arrange for exact date of next 

meeting, the Association having designated ‘‘on 
| or about the first of September, so far as satis- 
| factory arrangementscan be made."" The presi- 
| dent and secretary were appointed a committee 
on program, and, in conjunction with the local 
committee, to determine uponthe general policy 
and nature of the next conference. 

The following additional officers were chosen: 
C: Alex. Nelson, recorder; Miss Nina E. Browne, 
| assistant recorder; Charles Orr, G: B. Meleney, 
F: W. Faxon, S. H. Berry, and T: L. Montgom- 
ery, assistant secretaries. 

Messrs. Whitney, Jones, and Whelpley were 
reappointed as finance committee; also Messrs. 
Thwaites and Gould and Miss Ahern as foreign 
documents committee. For the several other 
committees the following named chairmen were 
appointed: W: H. Tillinghast, on co-operation; 
R: R. Bowker, on public documents; Pliny T. 
Sexton, on endowment; J. N. Larned, on library 
school and training classes. Other members of 
said committees to be selected by the president 
and ex-president in conjunction with the re- 
spective chairman of each committee. 

Voted, That all persons not in library work 
who have joined and paid dues since the last 
conference be elected members under Section 3 
of the constitution. 

Voted, That the rule requiring papers for the 
next conference to be in the hands of program 
committee six weeks in advance be enforced by 
that committee. 


H. L. ELMENDORF, Secretary. 


A. L. A. ORGANIZATION FOR 1895 - 96. 
President, J: C. Dana, Denver Public Li- 
brary. 


Vice-presidents. Henry J. Carr, Scranton 
Public Library; C: R. Dudley, Denver City Li- 
brary; Theresa H. West, Milwaukee Public 
Library. 

Secretary. H. L. Elmendorf, St. Joseph Free 
Public Library. 

Assistant secretaries, Charles Orr, Case Li- 
brary, Cleveland; G: B. Meleney, Library 
Bureau, Chicago; F: W. Faxon, Boston Book 
Co., Boston; S. H. Berry, Y. M. C. A. Library, 
Brooklyn; T: L. Montgomery, Wagner Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia. 

Recorder. C: Alex. Nelson, Columbia College 
Library, New York City. 

Assistant recorder. Nina E. Browne, Library 
Bureau, Boston. 

Treasurer. Geo. Watson Cole, Jersey City 
Free Public Library. . 

Exccutive board (with power to appoint com- 


mittees). The president, ex-president (H: M, 
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Uuley, Detroit Public Library), vice-presidents, 
secretary, recorder, and treasurer. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Finance : J: L. Whitney, Boston Public Li- 
brary; Gardner M. Jones, Salem Public Library; 
A. W. Whelpiey, Cincinnati Public Library. 

Co-operation: W: H. Tillinghast, Harvard 
University Library (chairman). 

Public documents, U. S. and State: R: R. 
Bowker, Brooklyn, N. Y. (chairman). 

Foreign documents: R. G. Thwaites, Wiscon- 
sin State Historical Society; C: H. Gould, 
McGill University, Montreal; Mary E. Ahern, 
Indianapolis. 

Endowment: Pliny T. Sexton, Palmyra, N. Y. 
(chairman). 

Library school and training-classes: J. N. 
Larned, Buffalo Library (chairman), 

Trustees of the endowment fund: E. C. Hovey, 
New York City; C: C. Soule, Brookline, Mass,; 
Norman Williams, Chicago. 


A. L. A. COUNCIL. 

Term expires 1896: Melvil Dewey, New York 
State Library; S: S. Green, Worcester Public 
Library; C: C. Soule, Trustee Brookline Public 
Library; J. L. Whitney, Boston Public Library. 

Term expires 1897: R: R. Bowker, Director 
Brooklyn Library; C: A. Cutter, Forbes Library, 
Northampton, Mass.; W: I. Fletcher, Amherst 
College Library; W: E. Foster, Providence 
Public Library. 

Term expires 1898: Mary S. Cutler, New 
York State Library; Hannah P. James, Osterhout 
Free Library, Wilkesbarre, Pa.; J. N. Larned, 
Buffalo Library; Justin Winsor, Harvard Uni- 
versity Library. 

Term expires 1899: W: C. Lane, Boston 
Athenzum; Theresa H. West, Milwaukee 
Public Library; Caroline M. Hewins, Hartford 
Public Library; Caroline H. Garland, Dover 
Public Library. 

Term expires 1900: E. H. Anderson, Car- 
negie Free Library, Pittsburg; Herbert Put- 
nam, Boston Public Library; Katherine L. 
Sharp, Armour Institute Library, Chicago; H: 
M. Detroit Public 


Librarp and Craining Classes. 


AMHERST SUMMER SCHOOL. 


As usual the library class, under the direction 
of W: I. Fletcher, the college librarian, was 
one of the most successful departments of the 
Summer School at Amherst, Mass. The class 
numbered 30, 26 women and four men, most of 
them already engaged in library work and seek- 
ing abetter acquaintance with the well-recog- 
nized standards. Cutter’s ‘‘ Rules for cata- 
loguing"’ were studied carefully, with constant 
comparison with other rules and methods. The 
other departments of library work — accession- 
book, shelf-list, classification, charging systems, 
binding, etc. — all received attention, and were 
treated practically as well as theoretically. 
Following is a list of the class: 


Dora A. Barber, North Adams, Mass.; Helen 
M. Bradley, State College, Pa.; Fannie R. 
Davis, 7; Ct.; Florence P. Davis, 
Hartford, Ct.; "Dempsey, Orange, N. 
J.; Margaret Washington, D. C.; 
Martha J. Eastman, Westborough, Mass.; Juliet 
B. Graham, Washington, D. C.; Helen T. 
Guild, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Louise Hosmer, 
Worcester, Mass.; Julia P. Hughes, Baltimore, 
Md.; Agnes C. Kite, Philadelphia; Anna B. 
Miller, New York City; E: M. Monfort, 
Marietta, O.; Frances E. Moulton, Fitchburg, 
Mass.; Rosa A. Oberholtzer, Sioux City, Ia.; 
Miss M. E. Robinson, Palmer, Mass.; Cornelia 
A. See, New Brunswick, N. J.; Adele Smith, 
Waltham, Mass.; Caroline Smith, Ambherst, 
Mass.; Emilie R. Smith, Bloomsburg, Pa.; 
Alice F. Stevens, Washington, D. C.; Sarah M. 
Tatum, Philadelphia; Ida M. Taylor, North 
Conway, N. H.; Miss M. A. Vanamee, Middle- 
town, N. Y.; Carolyn Wells, Rahway, N. J.; 
Annie R. White, Lexington, Va.; E: C. Will. 
iams, Cleveland, O.; Caroline A. Woodman, 
Lewiston, Me. 


Reviews. 


SONNENSCHEIN, W: Swan. A reader's guide to 
contemporary literature; being the first sup- 
plement to ‘‘The best books: a reader's 
guide to the choice of the best available books 
(about 50,000) in every department of science, 
art, and literature, with the dates of the first 
and last editions, and the price, size, and pub- 
lisher’s name of each book; with complete 
author’s and subject index.”” London, Son- 
nenschein; N. Y., Putnam, 1895. 15 + 124+ 
775 Pp. Q- 

That useful bibliographical work, ‘‘ The best 
books,” is now supplemented by another vol- 
ume hardly less formidable in size and appear- 
ance, which brings the record of the ‘* best”’ 
literature down to the end of 1893 and into 1894. 
Strictly speaking, the ‘' Reader's guide,” while 
supplementing the earlier work, is nota ‘‘ sup- 
plement.” The differencesin plan and scope are 
fully explained in the preface, and are due to the 
three besetting woes of the bibliographer — lack 
of timg, lack of remuneration, and surplus of 
material. Mr. Sonnenschein’s first intention of 
making this the first of a series of five-yearly sup- 
plements to “‘ The best books,” was perforce dis- 
carded in the process of compilation, owirg to his 
** inability to obtain anything like a perspective 
view of modern literature, and the rapidity with 
which the work, in so far as it is critical, had to 
be done.” The present volume, therefore, 
though widely comprehensive, is not a critical 
selection of the best literature, but rather ‘‘a 
mere record of practically all new publications 
in book form which seemed to have any lasting 
vaiue at all, prominence having been given to 
subjects of the day.” In so far as it has been 
practicable, brief characterizations of the books 
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included are given, representing the ‘‘ general 
consensus of opinion of the most trustworthy 
scientific reviews” — brief digests as it were, of 
the verdicts of the leading critical journals, 
which in some cases have been amplified by per- 
sonal investigation. Books considered of excep- 
tional value or importance are starred; a few 
‘* bad” books are included, especially where the 
authors are not unknown, with a word of warn- 
ing appended; American as well as British pub- 
lishers and prices are noted, in the case of books 
published on both sides of the Atlantic; and series 
of special connection or importance are entered 
collectively as well as distributively —all of 
these details being innovations on the former 
volume. 

A list of abbreviations, a list of British publish- 
ersand publishing societies, a full author and 
subject index, and a synopsis of the classifica- 
tion, preface the main work. The classification 
is similar to that of the previous volume — books 
being grouped in large classes, in sections, sub- 
sections, and paragraphs — and while possessing 
the advantage of fulness, is carried to a con- 
fusing degree of subdivision. There are abun- 
dant cross-references, and the thorough index 
makes consultation easy. Nevertheless, to the 
tyro, oreven to the ‘‘average”’ intelligent reader 
or student, the ‘* Reader's guide” is likely to 
make confusion worse confounded —to over- 
whelm him in a maelstrom of varying typog- 
raphy, of references, cross-references, divi- 
sions, subdivisions, abbreviations, signs, and 
portents, Its usefulnessto librarians and bibli- 
ographical workers is undoubted; but in the at- 
tempt to compress the material within the mini- 
mum of space, it has been compressed within the 
minimum of intelligibility. 

The entries include, besides author’s name 
and short title, information as to illustrations, 
date, size, various editions, publishers, and 
prices; mention of editors or collaborators; 
dates of birth and death of classic or well-known 
authors; notes as to nationality of writers other 
than British, and whether living or dead — in 
which connection it may be noted that George 
William Curtis and Robert Louis Stevenson are 
counted as still among the living; and a con- 
densed critical note, of one or two lines — cer- 
— a comprehensive assortment of informa- 
tion. 

In a work of such magnitude it is perhaps un- 
fair to preach consistency; but protest must be 
entered against the general lack of anything 
like system shown in the biographical annota- 
tions, Why some writers are favored with 
notes, and why others, more notable, are passed 
by, is as difficult to discover as it is to settle why 
**Marcella” is granted a star of merit and 
“David Grieve” is not, or why F. Marion 
Crawford is ranked among British novelists. 
Indeed, the department of Fiction seems to 
have been arranged on individual methods. It 
is divided into two classes, ‘‘ Novels” and 


“*Minor topical novels.” In the first class we find 
F. C. Burnand, Justin McCarthy, ‘‘ Maxwell 
Gray,” and Miss Braddon, while among the 
lesser lights are Du Maurier, Kipling, Beckford, 
Emily Lawless, and ‘‘John Oliver Hobbes.” In 


American Fiction H. C. Bunner, Amélie Rives, 
and E. E. Hale have first place; Cable, Charles 
Dudley Warner, and Miss Woolson are not en- 
tered at all, while Miss Jewett and Miss French 
rank among the minors. 

Such defects are perhaps unavoidable in a 
work which must be done largely by proxy, and 
the compiler’s consciousness of the limitations 
of his work makes carping criticism unnecessary 
as well as ungenerous. As a working guide to 
the literature of the time, and as a bibliographi- 
cal tool, the volume will undoubtedly prove 
widely useful, while the detail, industry, and 
patience evinced in its compilation command 
the highest admiration. Mr. Sonnenschein has 
prefaced his work with the apt paragraph from 
Scaliger: ‘‘ If the sentence of a judge ever await 
any one, to condemn him to hardships and pun- 
ishments, let neither the penitentiary weary him 
with the manufacture of the raw material, nor 
let the ores dug from the mines hurt his hard 
hands; let him compile a Lexicon. For why 
should I mention anything else? Surely, this 
single labour hath all the forms of torture.” Only 
bibliographers can recognize how true this is, 
and appreciate how much both the bibliographi- 
cal profession and the public should feel in- 
debted to Mr. Sonnenschein for what, despite 
all its defects, is a wonderful work of great and 
varied practical value. 


Librarn Economy and Gistorn. 


LOCAL. 


Amsterdam (N. Y.) ZL. On September 1 the 
Amsterdam Library was made free to the public. 
The library rooms have been improved and 
altered to provide for the increased use attend- 
ant on this change. 


Boone ([a.) F. P. L. Added 261 ; total 3187; 
issued 10,849; no. cardholders 2097. Receipts 
$1135.79; expenses $838.12 (spent for books, 
binding, and periodicals $248.82). Since the 
founding of the library in 1889 there have been 
345 books lost or unaccounted for. 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) L. (37th rpt.) Added 4130; 
total 120,064; issued, home use g0,525. Mem- 
bership 2639; decrease in membership trom 
previous year 147 (‘‘ due to alterations"). Re- 
ceipts $35,467.15; expenses $35,014.83. : 

There has been a decrease of about 5000 Vv. in 
the circulation during the year, which is directly 
attributable to the alterations. 

A new edition of the catalog of Engl'sh 
fiction, including juvenile books and prose 
translations, was printed in August, 1894. This 
catalog contains in one alphabet, by author 
and title, all works of fiction in the library to 
July, 1894, with shelf numbers according to the 
new plan of numbering adopted a few years 
since. This catalog now takes place of the card 
catalog of fiction, excepting those titles added 
since July, 1894. The card catalog of other 
classes is kept complete to date by author, title, 
and subject. 

** One case has been added to the collection of 
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newspaper clippings on the subject of emblems 
and devices, making the total number of vol- 
umes or cases 74. Large additions have, as 
usual, been made to the pamphlet collection; 
they will be rearranged under subjects as rapid- 
ly as time permits. The collection of maps has 
been increased by donations from the United 
States Geological Survey and the War Depart- 
ment and from other sources. 

** The alterations to the building, commenced 
in March, 1894, were not entirely completed 
until the last of December. The foundations 
were strengthened and increased, the wooden 
columns and girders from the first floor to the 
roof taken out and replaced by those of steel. 
The large room on the first floor, formerly used 
as the reading-room, has been fitted up with 
bookcases, delivery-desk, card catalogs, etc., 
and is now the book delivery room. The read- 
ing-room has been removed to the west side of 
the second story, the newspaper-room occupy- 
ing the space formerly used for the book de- 
livery department in the front of the building. 
The lights have been readjusted on this floor as 
well as on the first story, and as the floors of 
the reading-rooms and of the reference hall have 
been covered with linoleum laid over carpet 
lining, the rooms are much more quiet than was 
formerly possible. The special collection of 
books forming the reading-room library has been 
shelved in the alcoves and on the west side of 
the present reading-room. The classes of books 
most in request have been placed on the first 
floor near the delivery-desk. Fiction, trav- 
els, biography, and music are here, aggre- 
gating 54,000 vs., while the remainder of the 
library has been readjusted to the best advantage 
in the additional space thus gained in the shelf- 
room of the second and third floors. The stow- 
age capacity of the library has been increased 
by the alteration from 150,000 to 200,000 vs.” 


Brooklyn, N. ¥Y. Pratt Institute F. L. The 
library and library training class of the institute 
are briefly described in an article on ‘‘ The 
Pratt Institute,” by }. F: Hopkins, in the Mew 
England Magazine for September; it contains 
illustrations of the main building, of the refer- 
ence-room and reading-room, and a portrait of 
Miss Healy, the director of libraries. 


Buffalo(N. Y.) LZ. (sqth rpt.) Added 3978 ; 
total 77.046. Issued, home use 128,222 (fict. 
-6055%; juv. .1052%); ref. use 39,582. New 
members 588; total membership 1619. Re- 
ceipts $18,159.66; expenses $17,140.27. (3282v. 
were bought at a cost of $5066.24.) 

The increase in home and reference use has 
been very large, the former being nearly 10,000 
over the previous year. ‘‘In fact, the use of 
the library for purposes of reference and study 
is growing far beyond all that could have been 
expected a few years ago, and it is not im- 
probable that the dimensions of the reading- 
rooms, which seemed ample when the building 
was planned, will be found inadequate at some 
day not distant.” 

Mr. Larned says: ‘‘I am pleased to say that 
every year brings the library into larger and 


closer relations with the young people of the 
city; and this is brought about, to a great extent, 
by the distribution of readers’ tickets among the 
pupils of the public schools. The number of 
tickets so distributed has recently been raised to 
1000, and generally speaking there is excellent 
use made of them. Moreand more of the teachers 
in the schools are interesting themselves in the 
guidance of the reading of their pupils, and the 
effect is unquestionably stimulating in several 
ways. So long as Buffalo has no free public li- 
brary from which books can be drawn for home 
reading — or none beyond the meagre school li- 
braries which the state has given to it, and on 
which it expends nothing from its own funds — 
these school tickets are a most important con- 
tribution to the educational system of the city. 
They go a little way towards redeeming us from 
the discredit in which we stand, as being very 
nearly the only city in America which does not 
support a collection of books for free public use.” 
The chairman of the library committee also 
takes up the subject of a free library and says: 
“ It is an interesting question as to whether the 
citizens of Buffalo should remain satisfied with 
their library advantages since there is no public 
library in the city for the free withdrawal of 
books. Cleveland, Detroit, Toronto, Mil- 
waukee, Cincinnati, San Francisco, Newark, 
and many other American cities, have such li- 
braries which are supported by large municipal 
appropriations. In Buffalo the only free public 
libraries from which books may be drawn are 
the public school libraries which are used ex- 
tensively by the pupils, the number of with- 
drawals from them being over 95,000. The 
circulation of the Buffalo Library in the past 
year was 128,222, making, therefore, a total for 
the city of over 223,000. It is evident from 
these figures that there is scope in Buffalo for a 
library permitting the free withdrawal of books. 
It is very questionable whether it would be 
wise for the Buffalo Library to surrender its 
management to municipal control, but it may 
be well that some arrangement might be made 
by which the institution should have a semi- 
public character, and furnish the city with the 
practical benefits of a free public library for 
withdrawal of books under restrictions as to 
class of books to be so drawn, and granting 
additional privileges to paying members. Buf- 
falo should no longer remain behind her sister 
cities in a matter so important as this, and we 
offer these suggestions hoping that the subject 
will receive consideration in the near future.” 


Des Moines (fa.) P. L. The city council has 
decided to raise funds for a new library building 
by making a levy of three mills on the $16,500, - 
000 of taxable property inthe city. This will 
produce about $45,000 with which to purchase a 
site and procure plans; a further levy is planned 
to raise money for building. The library has 
needed new quarters for several years past, 
its work being seriously hampered by lack of 


space. 
Evanston (ill.) F. P. L. (Rpt.) Added 1390; 
total 13,968; issued 52,435 (fict. 25,845); new 
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cards issued 464; total registration 1718. Re- 
ceipts $6682.63; expenses $6666. 36. 


Hampton (/a.) P. L. Added 240; total 1006; 
issued 5763; no. visitors 8621. Receipts $434.28; 
expenses $433.33. 


Hartford, Ct. Silas Bronson L. The library 
received, early in August, a collection of 1600 
mineralogical specimens, to be the nucleus of a 
museum of natural history. The collection was 
mostly obtained at the World’s Fair, and was 
arranged by Dr. E. O. Hovey, of the Museum of 
Natural History, New York City. It was given 
to the library by Cornelius Tracy and several 
other persons whose names are not made public. 


Heath, Mass. At atown meeting on July 27 
it was voted to erect a public library building 
within a year from September 1, 1895. A com- 
mittee was appointed to obtain a site, select 
plans, and superintend erection. A bequest of 
$500 was left to the town in 1893 for the erection 
of a library building, on condition that the town 
erect the building within five years of the donor's 
death. Asite has not yet been decided upon. 


Hoboken (N. J.) P. L. Plans for the new 
library building were selected on August 6. 
Out of nine drawings submitted, three received 
final consideration. The plans chosen were 
drawn by Albert Beyer, a local architect, and 
callffor an ornate four-story and basement 
structure of stone and brick, with pinnacles, 
clock-tower, and much ornamental work, The 
loan and stack rooms are on the first floor, space 
and light being somewhat sacrificed to a large 
and imposingentrance. Onthesecond floor are 
the librarians’ and trustees’ rooms, catalogers’ 
room, and reference-room; the third floor is de- 
voted to the general reading-room, and the 
basement contains storage and receiving rooms. 
An L is devoted to the manual training school, 
which, according to the wishes of the Stevens 
family, who have given $26,000 to the building, 
is to be housed under the same roof as the li- 
brary. The new building is estimated to cost 
about $50,000. The two architects whose plans 
were disregarded have entered a protest as to the 
action of the trustees, who in advertising for 
plans stated that the final competition would be 
decided by an expert architect, and thendid not 
submit the drawings to any outside authority, 
but chose Mr. Beyer’s plans at a meeting at- 
tended only by the members of the board. 


Indianola ( Ja.) P. L. The board met and 
organized under the new library law on August 3, 
1894, at which time the library contained 2679 v. 
In August, 1895, it contains 2929 v., including 
585 v. of publicdocuments. The total number 
of visitors for the year is 25,875. No record of 
home circulation is given, but it is probably in- 
significant, as a charge of 10 cents is made for 
each book taken from the library. 


Towa libraries, An ‘* lowa library column” 
is an interesting feature of the Daily Jowa Caft- 
tal, of Fort Dodge, Ia. It is conducted by 
W. H. Johnson, of Fort Dodge, and is published 
monthly in the Cafita/. The column is devoted 
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to the monthly and annual reports of the libra- 
ries of the state, and to items of interest con- 
cerning them, ‘‘ for the purpose of promoting an 
interest in library work” throughout Iowa. 


Le Mars (/a.) P. L. Added 347; total 3065; 
issued 17,240; new cardholders 348. Receipts 
$1619.16; expenses $884.80. There are 25 peri- 
odicals on file in the reading-room. 


Lawrence (Mass.) F. P. L. (23d 1pt.) Added 
1251; total 37,999. Issued, home use 124,254 
(fict. 42.4%; juv. 33.7 *); visitors to ref. room 8957. 
New cardholders 98g; total registration 7154. 
Receipts $11,009.12; expenses $11,009.12; the 
appropriation for 1894 was overdrawn $1547.43, 
owing to the introduction of electric lighting. 

Work with the schools has been continued, 
and on 121 teachers’ cards 2038 books have been 
issued. The librarian has found that many of 
these books are subjected to unnecessarily severe 
usage, and he thinks that teachers should be 
held strictly accountable ‘‘ for all unnecessary 
wear and tear of books committed to their 
charge”; he also deprecates the use of fiction 
on teachers’ cards. 

A duplicate card catalog is now in prepara- 
tion. The library possesses no printed catalcg. 
‘** There have been 11 special lists printed in the 
bulletins, containing works in the library re- 
lating to the useful arts. Two or three more 
such lists will complete the subject, and then it 
would be a good plan to publish a special cata- 
log, consolidating these lists, in order that all 
who are interested may know at a glance what 
works on the industrial arts the library contains. 
We have a manuscript catalog of fiction and 
jnvenile literature, brought up to date, which it 
would pay to print, and sell at a small sum per 
copy. Other special finding-lists might in time 
follow, until we should virtually have a classified 
catalog of the whole library.” 


Macon (Ga.) P. L. According to the last re- 
port presented by the librarian, the library is 
ta last self-supporting. Within the past few 
months the membership has increased from 188 
to 276, and the circulation for July was 1136, as 
against 605 in March. The interest on the 
building debt is now the only obligation to be 
met by the library, and this it is proposed to 
raise by subscription. 


Minneapolis (Minn.) P. L. The South Side 
branch of the library was reopened on August 7, 
in new and attractive quarters. The branch 
occupies the first floor of a corner building on 
Franklin avenue, and consists of reading-room, 
newspaper-room, library-room, the latter divi- 
ded into book-room and delivery-room, and 
toilet-rooms. Reading tables and chairs for 
children are arranged in the delivery-room. The 
branch contains about 4000 v., exclusive of refer- 
ence books ; of these, 1700 are printed in some 
of the three Scandinavian languages, and 100 
are in Welsh. $500 was recently appropriated 
for the purchase of English fiction, to be added 
to the collection at this branch. 


New Orleans (La.) City L. Plans have been 
submitted for the new city library, which it is pro- 
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posed to establish in St. Patrick's Hall. The 
building, which for some years past has been 
used as a criminal court, is to be altered by the 
removal of partitions, so as to form a large main 
hall, surrounded by a gallery with alcoves for 
study; it will be thoroughly refitted and fur- 
nished, and will house the present library now 
in the city hall, and probably the Fiske collec- 
tion, formerly in the possession of Tulane Uni- 
versity. It is possible that provision may be 
made for a more adequate support by the city. 

New York P. L.—Astor, Lenox, and Tilden 
Foundations, Securities and other property 
valued at about $2,000,000 have been turned 
over by the trustees of the Tilden estate to 
Edward King, treasurer of the recently consoli- 
dated New York Public Library. The endow- 
ment funds of the Lenox and Astor libraries 
were some time since placed in Mr. King’s 
hands, and active arrangements for the organiza- 
tion of the library will soon be under way. 

New York hbraries. The New York State 
Library bulletin ‘ Public libraries, no. 3,” 
rs 1895, is devoted to ‘‘ Statistics of New 
‘ork libraries for 1894." It is similar in plan 
and arrangement to the bulletin of the same 
name for 1893, but brings the record of library 
progress down to June, 1894. Full statistical 
tables show the condition of 475 libraries regis- 
tered by the university, and of 225 libraries 
that are unregistered; information as to name 
of librarian, number of volumes, home and 
reference use, endowment, ownership, terms of 
use, etc., is given. The record for the year in- 
cludes new libraries established, gifts and be- 
quests, new buildings erected or in process of 
erection, changes in administration, and im- 
provements in arrangement and cataloging. 


New York State L. The Abell investigating 
committee, appointed by the legislature to ex- 
amine the civil service system and the Regents’ 
office of the state university, devoted several 
days early in August to an investigation of the 
administration of the state library and of Mr. 
Dewey's work as secretary of the Regents. A 
series of charges which had been preferred 
against Mr. Dewey, alleging his use of his 
position for personal purposes, were disposed of 
by him in detail at the committee session of 
August 10. He explained the library work of 
the university, the system of travelling? li- 
braries, the methods of the library school and 
the various departments under his charge, and 
demonstrated that the Regents were, at the 
present time, doing more work with $25,000 
for public library purposes than was done pre- 
vious to two years ago, when $55,000 was the 
annual appropriation for distribution pro rata 
among the public libraries of the state. 

Peoria (/il.) P. ZL. (38th rpt.) Added 3062; 
total 52,821. Issued, home use 136,083 (fict. 
45.85 %; juv. 26.03 %); lost and pd. for 21; no 
record of ref. use. New cardholders 2932; 
total registration 5715. Receipts $14,817.26; 
expenses $14,764.98. 

** The total issue from the Garfield, Sumner, 
andLee schools, which from October to June each 
year serve to some extent as branch libraries, 


was 4495 volumes. The books so issued are 
read not only by the pupils, but also in a great 
number of cases, as reported by the children, 
they are read with avidity by the pupils’ parents, 
who thus derive advantage from the library 
brought more nearly within reach. 

** The work of revising and enlarging our sys- 
tem of classification has gone on steadily during 
the year, and we hope to complete the work 
easily during the coming 12 months. The num- 
ber of new cards already in place in the drawers 
of the subject catalog now exceeds 18,000.” 

Mr. Wilcox gives ashort history of the library 
from its organization in 1855 as the Peoria City 
Library, af» ofos of the new building, the contract 
for which was signed on July ro. 

Work on the building has already begun. 
Bids were submitted in competition, the suc- 
cessful architects being Richardson & Salter, of 
Chicago. The building will be three stories and 
basement in height, 87x 135 feet, costing, it is 
estimated, $75,000. The first story will be of 
stone, and the others of sand brick. The roof 
will be a hip-roof of slate and the building will 
be provided with all modern conveniences. The 
main entrance will be through a large vestibule 
and hallway. To the right is a room, 65 x 25, 
to be devoted to the uses of the Peoria Scientific 
Association, which for more than two years has 
been without a home. To the left of this room 
are the rooms of the city superintendent of 
schools, the board of school inspectors, the 
bindery, and the unpacking rooms. 

On the second floor are to be the directors’ 
room, the librarian’s office, a large reading- 
room, the newspaper department, cataloging- 
room, and cloak-room, the women’s reading- 
room, the delivery-desk, and the stack-room. 
Then there are the general reading-room and 
the attendant’s work-room. On the third floor 
will be a study-room, patent-room, two class- 
rooms and stack-room, also an art gallery. 

The building will probably be completed this 
year, and it is the intention of the authorities 
to at once greatly increase the number of books. 


Philadelphia, Univ. of Pennsylvania L. The 
library of the university has recently been en- 
riched by the purchase of the library of the late 
Prof. Beckstein, of the University of Rostock. 
The collection is noted especially for its full sets 
of German philological journals and periodi- 
cals, its reference books, and its many works in 
ethnography, philology, archeology, etc.; it 
contains about 15,000 volumes and pamphlets. 


Rochester, N. Y. Reynolds L. The work of 
removing the library from its old quarters to its 
new building is now in progress. The new 
home of the library is the old Reynolds home- 
stead, which has been thoroughly refitted for 
the purpose. On the first floor all the par- 
titions which divided the main body of the 
house into four rooms have been removed and 
the whole space turned into a reading-room. 
A large bay-window occupies the place of the 
former front door, and the windows have been 
walled up, leaving a series of square windows 
near the ceiling, which admit abundant light 
and do not interfere with the bookcases ranged 


~ 
| 
— 
| 
i 
a 
} 
5 


September, '95] 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 325 


round the wall. This room will contain the 
reference collection, of some 3000 volumes, 
which will be shelved along the sides, classified 
and accessible ; it will also contain the office of 
the reference librarian, Mr. Bowerman. Back 
of the reference-room is the main hall, connect- 
ing with the delivery-room. Atthe right is one 
stack-room, with a book capacity of 20,000 v.; 
asimilar stack-room isin the floor above. On 
the second floor also is the cataloger’s room, a 
room for special study, and a lecture-room for 
societies or clubs. The third floor is to be occu- 
pied by the Rochester Historical Society. The 
building has been madeas nearly fireproof as pos- 
sible, and in fitting and arrangement everything 
has been done to meet the needs of the library. 

South Orange (N. J.) F. P. C. £. (gth rpt.) 
Added 468; total 4331. Issued, home use 19,118; 
visitors to reading-room 13,606. New card- 
holders 239; total registration 1077. 

There has been a most gratifying increase in 
the use and appreciation of the library; ‘‘ most 
encouraging of all has been the interest shown 
by the children, who have contributed $113 for 
the purchase of juvenile books and $40.73 to be 
added to the building fund. Both these contri- 
butions were unsolicited, and the entertainments, 
by which the money was obtained, were planned 
and carried out by the children themselves.” 

On November 28 the trustees were offered a 
site for a new library by Eugene V. Connett, 
on condition that $7500 be raised as a building 
fund. This offer was accepted and the sum of 
$7000 has already been raised for the purpose. 
The library was in 1893 granted $300 by the 
town, but this has not been continued and its 
support is derived chiefly from gifts, proceeds 
of entertainments, etc. 

Troy (N. Y.) Y. M.A. L.A. The fine me- 
morial window, given to the library by Mrs. W: 
Howard Hart, of Troy, as a memorial of her 
late husband, is described and illustrated in the 
September issue of Zhe Bookbuyer. The win- 
dow, which was designed by F: Wilson and 
executed by the Tiffany Glass Co., ‘‘ represents 
an interesting scene in the printing-office of Al- 
dus, on the 22d of August, in the year 1502. 
when the printer exhibited to the Doge Leonardo 
Loredan the first pages of the eight-volume edi- 
tion of the ‘ Terza Rima’ of Dante. The artist 
assumed that upon that occasion there were 
present the artist Francesco Francia, who de- 
signed and engraved the type; Bembo, who 
edited the work; and Alberto Pio, whose money 
enabled Aldus to issue this, the first popular 
edition of Italy’sgreat poet. All the personages 
represented appear to have been drawn from 
portraits, while the details of costume and 
architecture are uniformly correct.” 

Washington, D. C. Congressional On 
August 22 A. R. Spofford, librarian of the 
Congressional Library, whose accounts are in 
process of invsstigation by the Treasury depart- 
ment, transferred to the Treasury of the U, S. 
$22,000 from his private funds, in settlement 
of the shortage said to exist in the pay-roll 
accounts of the library. The money was not 
accepted, and the matter now rests with Presi- 


dent Cleveland. The investigation into Mr. 
Spofford's accounts has, it is said, revealed a 
deficit of about $35,000 in the pay-roll, copy- 
right, and search-fee accounts. No official infor- 
mation on the subject has been given out from 
the Treasury department, and Mr. Spofford, in 
a recent statement, repeats his former asser- 
tion that the shortage is due simply to over- 
pressure of work, lack of adequate force, and 
careless methods. This view seems to be the 
generally accepted one, and Mr. Spofford, in 
press comments on the matter, is accused of 
blamable carelessness and bad management, but 
not of intentional wrong-doing. 

Westerly (R. 7.) P. L. On August 17 the li- 
brary completed its first year of work. During 
that time the 5000 v. on its shelves have been 
increased by 2000 more, the greater part of 
which were gifts. About 1600 v. are still to be 
cataloged, but these are roughly classed and not 
withheld from circulation. About 30 magazines 
are on file in the reading-room. There are, at 
the close of the year, 1358 cardholders; the circu- 
lation for the period was 26,905 (fict. and juv. 
23,747), and the estimated use of books in the 
reading-room was 6000. 

FOREIGN. 

Battersea (Eng.) P. Ls. (8th rpt.) Added 
1479 ; total 34,460 (ref. 9961). Issued 296,519 
(ref. 20,753). Receipts £4295 16s. rod. ; ex- 
penses £3312 14s. 4d. 

Leeds (Eng.) F. P. L. (25th rpt.) Added 
6355 (ref. 1. 2058); total 189,362 (ref. 1. 49,039). 
Issued, home use 893,708 (fict. 481,656); ref. use 
145,114; no. borrowers 29,088. 

During the year a series of 12 lectures were 
delivered inthe art gallery on ‘‘ Art,” ‘* Bridge 
construction,” ‘‘Celestial geology,” and Music”; 
they were attended by over 6000 persons. One 
of the most important additions to the library 
was Prof. E. Muybridge’s great work on ** Ani- 
mal locomotion.” ‘‘This book hasbeen referred 
to 1000 times since its purchase, and has often 
been specially consulted for practical purposes 
by lithographic and other artists, and profes- 
sional men.”! 

Besides the central lending library and the 
reference library, there are 22 branch libraries 
in operation. 

London, Eng. An association for assistant 
librarians has been formed in London, having for 
its objects the promotion of the social and intel- 
lectual interests and professional efficiency of 
its members. It is intended to unite all persons 
engaged in library work other than chief li- 
brarians. 


Gifts and Bequests. 

Portland (Ct.) Town L. The directors of the 
library recently received from Horace R. Buck, 
of Worcester, Mass., an offer of $2000 for the 
library, on condition that the name be changed 
to the Horace R. Buck Library. The offer was 
accepted on July 10, and an addition to the 
present building will be constructed. The li- 
brary contains at present about 800 v. 
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Librarians. 


ARNOLD, Edwin C., librarian of the Taun- 
ton (Mass.) Public Library, resigned that posi- 
tion on August 2, his resignation to take effect 
October 1. Mr. Arnold has been librarian of 
the Taunton Public Library for the past 20 
years, and in accepting his resignation the 
trustees passed resolutions expressing their full 
appreciation of his work. 


ATKINSON, J: D., librarian of the Seattle 
(Wash.) Public Library, resigned his position 
July 27, his resignation going into effect Sep- 
tember I. 


Banks, Mrs. Martha H. G., of Newark, N. J., 
a graduate of the New York State Library School, 
has been engaged to assist in the recataloging 
and reclassification of the Springfield (Mass.) 
City Library, necessitated by the alterations of 
arrangement and shelving now in progress. 
The fixed location numbering heretofore used 
in the library is to be replaced by a modified 
Cutter system. 


Cutter, Louisa S. The following resolu- 
tions on the recent death of Miss Louisa S. Cut- 
ler, were adopted by the trustees of the Utica 
(N. Y.) Public Library on August 16: 


“ The trustees of the Utica Public Library announce 
with feelingsof deep regret the sudden death of Miss 
Louisa S. Cutler, who within a day or two before her 
death was in the discharge of her duties as chief |ibra- 
rian; and who has, ever since the organization of this 
library, been its principal manager. 

“Coming to this position in November, 1893, after 
thorough preparation under the most experienced teach- 
ers, highly educated and very enthusiastic in everything 
relating to books, it is largely owing to her ability, con- 
stant care, tact and good judgment, that in the brief 
years of its existence we have been able to achieve so 

reat success, which has tended so largely to increase 
the usefulness of this library. 

“The Board of Trustees deem it fitting that there 
should be spread upon the minutes an expression of oar 
high regard for the character and abilities of Miss Cut- 
ler; therefore be it 

** Resolved, Thatin the death of Miss Louisa S. Cutler 
we have sustained a loss that seems to be irreparable; 
possessing as she did in a remarkable degree, executive 
ability in the arrangement of her duties; organizing and 
classifying the different departments in such a way that 
all worked in perfect harmony; at the same time meet- 
ing most fully the wants of all classes and conditions 
- those who availed themselves of the privileges of the 

ibrary. 

“ Courteous, obliging, and always kind, she impressed 
upon every visitor, by her culture, familiarity with 
everything connected with books and their arrangement, 
a remarkable knowledge of their contents, and their 
use to best advantage by every student. 

“ The catalogs and finding-lists prepared under her 
supervision are models of convenience, the almost daily 
use of which brings to the mind of every visitor an 
appreciation of her service and her acquirements. 

** While her death will prove to the general public a 
great loss. to the members of this board it wil! be a per- 
sonal grief. 

“Resolved, That a copy of this minute be sent to the 
family of Miss Cutler by the secretary, with an expres- 
sion of our sincere sympathy for their loss by this be- 


reavement. 
“J. G. Grason, 
Wittiams, 
“H. S. Moors, 
“Committee,”’ 
Crane, Joshua E., of Bridgewater, Mass., 
has been appointed librarian of the Taunton 
(Mass.) Public Library, succeeding E. C. 
Arnold, resigned. Mr. Crane is a graduate of 


Brown University, a teacher of considerable 
experience, and a member of the Old Colony 
Historical Society. 

EaAsTMAN, Miss Linda A., assistant librarian 
of the Cleveland (O.) Public Library, has been 
appointed assistant librarian and cataloger of 
the Dayton (O.) Public Library. Miss Eastman 
has been connected with the Cleveland Public 
Library for the past three years, and for some 
time past has been in charge of the Niles ave- 
nue branch of the library. 


Hopkins, Anderson Hoyt, assistant librarian 
of the general library of the University of 
Michigan, has been appointed assistant libra- 
rian of the John Crerar Scientific Library, of 
Chicago. Mr. Hopkins was born in Carroll 
County, Michigan, in 1861. He entered the 
University of Michigan with the class of 1887 
and slowly worked his way through college. 
For some time he was assistant to the professor 
of physics in the Ann Arbor High School, and 
for the past eight years he has been assistant li- 
brarian of the university library, having especial 
charge of the cataloging. He has made a 
study of the general subject of library adminis- 
tration, and was to have read a paper on “A 
handbook of library economy” at the Denver 
Conference of the A. L. A., but was unable to 
attend that meeting. 


SAUNDERS, Frederick, librarian of the Astor 
Library, celebrated his 88th birthday on Au- 
gust 14. Mr. Saunders has been connected 
with the Astor Library for 36 years, having 
been appointed assistant librarian in 1859 and 
librarian in 1876, and he is still active and ener- 
getic in its management. He has for some 
time been engaged in the preparation of a his- 
tory of the library, which, when completed, he 
intends to present to the consolidated New 
York Public Library — Astor, Lenox, and Til- 
den foundations. 


STEARNS, Miss Lutie E., superintendent of 
circulation of the Milwaukee (Wis.) Public Li- 
brary, was on July 1 elected assistant librarian 
of the Cleveland (O.) Public Library at asalary of 
$1000. The action was taken without any previ- 
ous communication with Miss Stearns, and when 
she was informed of it the board of the Milwaukee 
library promptly raised her salary to equal the 
Cleveland offer. Miss Stearns thereupon declined 
the Cleveland position and continues in her pre- 
vious post at the Milwaukee Public Library. 


UNDERHILL, Miss Caroline M., of Derry, 
N. H., has been appointed librarian of the 
Utica (N. Y.) Public Library, succeeding the 
late Miss Louisa S. Cutler. Miss Underhill is 
a graduate of the Columbia College class (1886) 
of the New York State Library School, and 
since her graduation has been assistant libra- 
rian of the Newark Public Library and librarian 
of the Apprentices’ Library of Philadelphia. 
In the autumn of 1894 she came to Utica to 
take charge of the library in Miss Cutler's 
place while the preparation of the finding-list 
was in progress, and she continued at the li- 
brary, after the publication of the catalog, until 
her present election as librarian. 
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Cataloging and Classification. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, Publishing 
Section. List of books for girls and women 
and their clubs; ed. by Augusta H. Leypoldt 
and George Iles. Part 2: Biography, by 
assistant librarians of the New York Free 
Circulating Library; History, by Reuben G. 
Thwaites; Travel, by Miss A. R. Hasse; 
Literature — poetry, essays, and criticism, by 
G. Mercer Adam; Folk-lore, by Stewart Culin. 
Bost., Library Bureau, 1895. 154 p. Tt. 
10 


——— Part 3: Fine art, by Russell Sturgis; 
Music, by H: E. Krehbiel. Bost., Library 
Bureau, 1895. 54p. Tt. 10c. 


CLEVELAND (O.) P. L. The open shelf: being 
a list of books added to the library, April - 
June, 1895. 64 p. O. 

The full classed list contains the usual brief 
annotations; there are also a list of ‘* books 
on chemistry” (29 titles), an account of the 
Carnegie Library of Allegheny, and a short 
article on ‘‘ The use of books,” by Linda A. 
Eastman. 


CoTcreAVE, A., librarian of the West Ham 
(Eng.) Public Libraries, announces the prepara- 
tion of a ‘‘ Subject index of general literature 
contained in the Canning Town Public Library,” 
of which he has issued sample pages. The in- 
dex, which is somewhat on the order of the 
A. L. A. index, is to be a key, not to the books 
in the department of general literature, but to 
the contents of the books, indexing, besides sep- 
arate articles or essays in composite books, 
special descriptions of individual subjects in sin- 
gle narratives or comprehensive works; the 
entries will include numerous biographical and 
historical notes. The index will appear in some 
20 parts, and will, it is thought,contain about 
20,000 references; it will be sold by subscrip- 
tion in two editions at five or seven shillings 
respectively. 


Foster's MONTHLY REFERENCE Lists (in 
Providence P. L. Aulletin) for August cover 
‘Thomas Henry Huxley” and Marine life,” 
with the fulness and careful accuracy which are 
their usual characteristics. The value of these 
lists is too well known to require comment; 
they are the best examples of what can be done 
in this line of bibliographical work. 


Hosoken /.) P. L. Alphabetical catalog: 
authors, titles, and subjects. August, 1895. 
321 p. O. 

A good short-title dictionary catalog, with 
Dewey class and Cutter author numbers, evi- 
dently modelled upon the catalog of the Jersey 
City P. L. A supplementary list of 16 pages 
gives later additions. The 5-p. list of pseu- 
donyms appended includes a large proportion of 
writers who are nowhere else entered in the 


catalog ; which is, to say the least, confusing. 

| Heavy-face type is used for catch-words and 
| authors’ names, and the volume is neatly and 
clearly printed on white paper. Prefaced by 
extracts from the rules and regulations, an his- 
torical sketch of the library, and brief explana- 
tions and directions for use. 


The Library Newsletter (Osterhout F. L.) for 
August devotes four pages to an article citing 
interesting books on “ Nature study.” 


N. Y. State L. Butretin. Additions No. 2, 
November, 1894:’subject index of law additions 
from t January, 1883, to 31 December, 1893. 
Albany, 1894. 509 p. O. 35¢. 

A supplement tothe valuable subject index to 
the state law library, compiled by S. B. Griswold 
in 1882. The supplement, also prepared by Mr. 
Griswold, follows the form of the original index 
without modification. Subjects are arranged 
alphabetically, with abundant cross-references, 
and besides law-books proper many important 
published trials are included, as well as refer- 
ences to leading articles in 477 v. of American, 
English, Irish, Scotch, and Canadian law peri- 
odicals. 


NOTTINGHAM (£7g.) CENTRAL F. P. LENDING 
L. Class-list of science; with an index of 
subjects and author; comp. by J. Potter 
Briscoe, public librarian, and Thomas Dent, 
sub-librarian. Nottingham, August, 1895. 
28 p. O. ad. 


A detailed list, giving full contents of bound 
volumes of magazines, periodicals, composite 
books, etc. Title-a-line entries; dates are gen- 
erally noted, and authors’ initials only are 
given. The author and subject index covers 
five pages. 


The PorTLAND (Ore.) L. A., publishes in the 
August issue of Our Library the first of four 
“Oregon check lists,” containing about 200 
titles and including, as far as possible, ‘* every- 
thing on the subject published down to the end 
of 1850.” Publications that the library does not 
possess are marked “wanted.” An appeal is 
also made for contributions of local matters. 


The SAvem (Afass.) P. L. BULLETIN devotes 
its August ‘‘ Special reading lists" to ‘* Early 
New England life” and ‘‘ Useful books for 
women’’— subjects that are well and interest- 
ingly covered, 


The SprINGFIELD (Mass.) L. BULLETIN for 
July has a short Suggestive reading list for 
freshman class,” citing some of the best litera- 
ture in poetry, fiction, and essays. 


U. S. Gov. Printinc Orrice. Division of docu- 


ments. Monthly catalogue of publications 

issued by the Government of the U. S. nos, 

1-3. Jan.-March, 1895. D. 

The first numbers of the monthly catalog 
provided for by the new public documents law. 


(See p. 301). 
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Bibliografp. 


“ABNORMAL Woman,” Arthur MacDonald’s 
latest contribution to the literature of criminol- 
ogy and sociologic investigation, contains a 4-p. 
bibliography of the subject. (Washington, A. 
MacDonald, 1895. $1.25.) 


Beracot, H. La reliure du xixe siécle 2e partie. 
Paris, Conquet, 1895. 239 p. il. 4°. 


philologica classica. Verzeichniss 
der auf dem gebiete der classischen. Alter- 
thumwissenschaft erschienenen bucher zeit- 
schriften, dissertationen, program-Abhand- 
lungen, aufsatze in zeitschriften “und recen- 
sionen. Beiblatt zum jahresbericht iiber die 
fortschritte der classischen alterthumswissen- 
schaft. Jahrgang 22, 1895. (4. hefte.) Berlin, 
S. Calvary & Co., 8°. 6m. 

BJORNSON, Bjornstjerne, is the subject of a 
bibliography, compiled by W: C. Carpenter, in 
the Bookman for August — September (p. 62 - 68); 
it gives biographical particulars as well as a 
chronological record of his writings, and isillus- 
trated by a portrait. 

Brevi, K. Bibliographical guide to the study 
of the German language and literature. Paris, 
Hachette, 1895. 

Hoeptt, Ulr. Bibliotheca historica italica: cen- 
tesimo catalogo della libreria antiquaria di U. 
Hoepli; opere antiche e moderne sulla storia 
civile, militare, religiosa, artistica e letteraria 
d'Italia. Parte 1, Storia generale; parte 2, 
Storia regionale e municipale ; appendice 1a, 
Statuti; appendice 2a, Bibliotheca Sabauda. 
Milan, U. Hoepli, 1895. 496+56 p. O. 
Hypnotism is the subject of a brief bibliog- 

raphy covering p. 265-270 of R. H. Vincent's 

**Elements of hypnotism.” (N. Y., Scribner, 

1895, D. 

Jaco, A. Notes sur les manuscrits grecs palimp- 
sestes de la Bibl. Nationale. Paris, E. 
Leroux, 1895. 14 p. 8°. 

Japart, H. Les débuts de l'imprimerie a 
Reims et les marques des premiers imprimeurs 
(1550-1560). Paris, A. Claudin, 1895. 8°. 
10 fr. 

Lomsroso, A. Saggio di una bibliografia ragi- 
onata per servire alla storia dell’ epoca napo- 
leonica. Fasc. 4. Rome, Modes & Mendel, 
1895. 148 p. 8°. 

Part 4 covers authors in Be Ben; among the 
most important notices are those devoted to 
Beauchamp, Beauharnais, Benedetti, etc. ; errata 
and additions for parts 3 and 4 are included. 
LunpstepT, B. Sveriges periodiska litteratur: 

bibliografi. v. 1, 1645-1812. Stockholm, 

1895. 8°, 178 p. 6m. 


A careful chronological list ; part 2, covering 
the literature from 1812, is in preparation. 


SociAtism. An excellent bibliography of so- 
cialism is contained in W. Dwight Porter Bliss’s 
** Handbook of Socialism,” recently imported 
by Scribners. (N. Y., Scribner, 1895. Ee.os.) 


VicatrE, G. Manuel de l’amateur de livres du 
xixe siécle, 1801 —- 1893: éditions originales; ou- 
vrages ou périodiques illustrés; romantiques; 
réimpressions critique de textesanciens on clas- 
siques; bibliothéques et collections diverse; 
publications des Sociétés de Bibliophiles de 
Paris et des départements; curiosités biblio- 
graphique. Tome 2, fasc. 1. Paris, A. Rou- 
quette, 1895. 1192p. 8°. 2.50 fr. 

** Since the issue of Brunet’s invaluable ‘ Man- 
uel du libraire et de l’amateur de livres’ in six 
volumes (1860-65), and its supplement in two 
volumes (1870-80), no more valuable guide to 
French literature has been published. Itincludes 
a record of original editions, illustrated works, 
works issued in parts and serially, fiction, new 
issue of old or classic texts, libraries and collec- 
tions of a miscellaneous character, publications 
of the societies of bibliophiles in Paris and the 
departments of France, bibliographical curiosi- 
ties, etc. The work is as exhaustive as it has 
been possible to make it, and includes every 
imaginable bibliographical detail, even to the 
description of the color of the original wrappers 
in which a work may have been published. The 
first volume covers the letters A-B. The con- 
cluding volume will contain a comprehensive 
author and subject index to the whole work.”— 
Pub. Weekly. 

WEGwEISER fiir die elektrotechnische fachliter- 
atur. Schlagwortkatalog der bucher und lehr- 
schriften fiir elektrotechnik und verwandte 
gebiete. Leipzig, Hachmeister & Thal, 1895. 
52 p. 8°. som, 


BOOKS WANTED. 


D. Van Nostrand Co., N. Y. 
Libvary Journal, August, 1891. 


HELP WANTED. 


WANTED, IN A LARGE LIBRARY.—A male as- 
sistant capable of taking charge of the delivery- 
desk, and willing to perform such other duties as may be 
required from time totime. Salary $1rooo. Must havea 
knowledge of literature. training in library work, and 
executive capacity. State age, where educated, previ- 
ous experience, reference, and special qualifications of 
any kind, and enclose ce y of testimonials. Address 
LIBRARIAN, ce of the Liprary Journac. 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


work, mpetent to take charge. Address D., care of 
Liprary JouRNat. 


ATALOGUING: private or public libraries, publish- 

ers’ or sale lists, by a graduate of Pratt Institute 

having library acquaintance with French, German, Ital- 
ian, and Latin. care Liprary JourRNAL. 


q 
— 


September, '95) THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Agency for American Libraries, 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
LONDON. 


(FORMERLY RICH & SONS.) 
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Epw. G. ALLEN devotes himself entirely to library business. His long experience enables him 
to execute the orders of correspondents promptly, cheaply, and with thorough efficiency. His con- 
nection with all the Book Dealers in the United Kingdom gives him the command of the British 
Book Market, and qualifies him to serve his customers with special advantage, and to bring promptly 
under their notice all the stores of Literature, old and new, on sale in Great Britain. 


Books Supplied at a Small Commission on the Cost Price, with the usual Trade 
deductions, and forwarded by the quickest and cheapest routes. Second-hand 
Catalogues by early Mails, and no Commission charged on Orders 
from them. Periodicals and Newspapers Posted Promptly. 


No expensive sub-agencies at home or abroad. Foreign books on easy terms 


Agency for the following Libraries and many others: 


Library of Congress, Washington, Colorado University. 
Libraries of Parliament, Ottawa, Toronto, Johns Hopkins University. 

and Quebec. Philadelphia Library Co. 
Amherst College. Peabody Institute, Baltimore, 
Boston Public Library. University of Pennsylvania, 
Brooklyn Library. University of Toronto, Can, 
Brown University. Watkinson Library, Hartford, Conn, 
Cornell University. Yale University. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library. Minneapolis Public Library. 
California University. 


BINDING. 

Cheap and Durable for Circulating Libraries. Specially Strong for Books of Reference. Superior 
Style for Works of Art. imitation Antique for Rare Old Books. Calf Extra in Every Variety. 
Best Half-Binding for General Library Use. Pamphlets Bound at Cheap Rates. Law- 
Books in Law Calf. Cheap Binding in Cloth. Hard-Grained Roan, etc. Dilapi- 
dated Binding Neatly Repaired. Deficiencies of Rare Books Supplied in 
Exact Fac-Simile. Library Stamps to Order. 


We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faitnfulness to the interests of 
his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we found that the immense Congressional 
hieery eee supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen’s London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging 
to the Universities and Colleges in the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we 
have heard from the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which their 
orders were always filled. 

** We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, to which these pres- 
ents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency for replenishing their Libraries with Eng- 
lish Books.”’—Presipent Weicn, /owa State Agricultural College. 

“*No better indorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries that continue to use 
it. For 3 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the oid and made new patrons. The very large 
business built up demands only a smal! commission instead of the customary 1o per cent. A library can safely 
entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates and feei sure that it is not making a 
Dewry, State Library, New Yor. 


Edw. G. Allen’s American Library Agency, 
COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 
MEMBER AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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“Without question the most perfect trade bibliography 
with which we are acquainted.” —London Book- 


seller. 


IN PREPARATION: 


The American Catalogue 
1890-1895. 


The new volume of THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE 
covers the period July 1, 1890, to June 30, 1895. 
It will be in two divisions, of which the first con- 
tains the author-and-title alphabet, and the second 
the subject alphabet, lists of government and 
state publications, publications of societies, books 
in series, etc. It will be delivered, if desired, in 
parts as ready. 

Price, $12.50 in sheets; and $15 in half morocco 
binding. ($10 in sheets; $12.50 in half morocco, to 
subscribers paying in advance of publication.) 


The edition is 1250 copies only, and there 
will be no reissue. 


. . ** There isscarcely a bookseller in the coun. 
try who would hesitate a moment to expend twenty- 
five dollars in advertising his stock ; ought he hesi- 


tate a moment about an expenditure that would 
enable him to sell hundreds of dollars’ werth of 


beoks in a year? Such an investment would also 


purchase for him a reputation among his customers 
for intelligence and trade knowledge that would pay 
him five times over.""—A. D. F. RANDOLPH. 


This work ts indispensable to the bookstore or library. 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 
59 DuANE STREET (P. O Box 943), N. Y. 
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HICCINS’ AMERICAN DRAWINC INKS 


(Established 1880) 


Are the Standard Liquid Drawing Inks of the World, 


They are used and endo 
tutes. Three-fourths of the 
other drawing ink. 


rsed by the leading Schools, Colleges and Insti- 
professional draughtsmen of this country use no 


Jo. Pennell says of the Black Ink: *‘ There is no ink equal to it for half 


a dozen reasons. From the 
Si, S’ 


A. B. Frost says: *‘ Iu 
BLACKS.—Two kinds 


time you open the bottle until you have put all 


its contents on paper you have no reason to iind fault with it.” 


se a great deal of it, and it is certainly the best.” 
: Waterproof, white label (insoluble when dry) ; 


and General, red label (soluble). 


COLORS.—Carmine, Scarlet, Vermilion, 


Green, Orange, Brown, Indigo, Violet. 
aT 


(Bottles by mail, prepaid, thirty-five cents each. 


HICCINS’ PHOTO M 


Brick Red, Blue, Yellow, 


ALL DEALERS. 


Color Card showing actual inks free.) 


OUNTER. 


The new adhesive for mounting photographs, etc., tissue and scrap- 


book work, and general use as a substitute for m 


many advantages due to its superiority and economy in use. 


or flour paste, but a Vegetable Glue, semi-fluid, 
sistency, pure white color, and free from lumps. 


ucilage, over which it has 
Not a starch 
of soft and unctuous con- 

Perfectly homogeneous, 


and hence the water never separates from the pulp, leaving the latter to 


shrivel up, as occurs in all common pastes. 
formly, adheres at once and dries quickly. Will 
through, nor change the tone nor injure moun 
tion—always ready for use. 


AT ALL DEALERS. 


Spreads smoothly and uni- 


not warp, cockle nor strike 
ts. Requires no prepara- 


(3 oz, jar, prepaid by mail, for thirty cents.) 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Mfrs., 170 Eighth St., Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S.A. 


LONDON OFFICE: 106 CuHarinc Cross Roan. 


JOHN MURPHY New 


AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION. 


Rev. Georce J. Lucas, of the Catholic University 


An examination of Spencer's * Religion 


° ica. 


of the Unknowable."’ 


tory of Agnosticism from Xenophanes to Spencer. 


One volume, octavo, cloth, $1.25. : 
“The author appeals for a union of Catholic and 
Protestant teachers, especially in our colleges, against 


erroneous scientific doctrines directed against the com- | 


mon citadel of all religion.” —Baltimere Sun. 


BIBLE, SCIENCE, AND FAITH. 
By Rev. J. A. Zaum, C.S.C., Professor of Physics in 
the University of Notre Dame, Ind. The book in- 
cludes his famous lectures delivered at the Catholic 
Summer School on the Antiquity of Man, Religion 
and Science, The Biblical Deluge, etc., and his papers 
on the “ Mosaic Hexaemeron”’ and the *‘ Mosaic Ac- 
count of the Creation,”’ treated in the light of modern 
science. One vol., 12mo, cloth, $1.95, mez. 

“Professor J. A. Zahm, C.S.C., of the University of 
Notre Dame, who is probably the foremost authority on 
science in the American Catholic Church, has been hon- 
ored by the Pope with the degree of Doctor of Phi- 
losophy.""—New York Tribune. 


THE LAW OF HEREDITY. 
A Study of the Cause of Variation, and the Origin of 
Living Organisms. By W. K. Brooxs. One vol., 
remo, cloth, $2.00. 


GENIUS OF CHRISTIANITY; 
or, The Spirit and Beauty of the Christian Religion. 
By Viscount pw CHaATAUBRIAND. With a biograph 
of the author by Rev. Chas. 1, White, D.D. One vo 
1amo, cloth, 763 pp., $2.so. 


Bishop Spalding’s Works. 
EVIDENCES OF CATHOLICITY. 


A series of lectures exhibiting in a plain, straightfor- 
ward manner the principal evidences of the church. 
One vol., royal octavo, extra cloth, $3.00. 


} 
HISTORY OF THE, PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION. 
Reviewing D'Aubigné. Menzel, 
Ranke, etc. 


MISCELLANEA, 
Comprising Reviews, Lectures, and Essays on Histori- 
cal, Theological, and Miscellaneous Subjects. One 
vol., royal octavo, extra cloth, $3. so. 


Hallam, Prescott, 
One vol., royal octavo, extra cloth, $3.50. 


| 
| 


Cardinal Gibbons’ Works. 
|THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS. 


A Plain Exposition and Vindication of the Church 
Founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ. 16mo, cloth, $1.00; 
paper, so cents. 


OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. 
A book for to-day and forall time. ramo, cloth, $1.00; 
cloth gilt, $1.50; morocco gilt, padded, $3.50, set. 


LIFE OF ROGER BROOKE 
TANEY, LL.D., 


Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. By Samugt Tvier, LL.D, One vol., octavo, 
sheep, $5.00. 


JOHN MURPHY & CO., PUBLISHERS, Baltimore, Md. 
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A Reprint of Poetry and 


The 
7 Printed for Thomas B. 
Prose for Book Lovers, 
3} b lo t. Mosher and Published by 


chosen in part from scarce 50 Cents, Net, a Year. rrr 
editions and sources not 


The subscription for 1895 com- - 
plete, is new 75 cents net, and Portland, Maine. . . 
| 


generally after volume is issued in Decem- 
ber will be $1.00 net. 

Advance Subscriptions for 1896 are taken at 50 cents net. 
THE BIBELOT is issued monthly, beautifully printed on white laid paper, uncut, old style blue 
wrapper, in size a small quarto, (5 x 6), 24 to 32 pages of text. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 


5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street, New York, 


oe a specialty of supplying public, private, and school LEBRARIES, for which 
they have exceptional facilities through their connection with many of the largest houses 

as special agents, and by carrying the stock of all American Publishers. 

They are pleased to give estimates at lowest rates on lists of proposed purchases, and 
solicit correspondence with Librarians and other bookbuyers. 

This house is characterized by its Promptness, Carefulness, and Low 
Prices. 

There will be sent to any address on application a topically arranged General Library List 
selected from the books of all publishers. 


SOTHERAN & CO., 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816, 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books. Specimen Number post free. 


140 Strand, W.C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London 


Bepartment of Libraries. A History of the German Language 


From the Earliest Times to the Present Day. 

LIBRARY SCHOOL. Courses of study | By CHARLES W. SUPER, Ph.D., LL.D., 
offering one year in English Literature, | President of the Ohio University at Athens. 
German, Current Topics, Typewriting, | Pages 326, 6x9. Mailing price, $1.50. 
Cataloguing, and Library Economy. | Address 0. U. BULLETIN, Athens, Ohio. 


The Library contains 50,000 volumes as a | Of this work The Critic says: “ Prof. Super’s book 
laboratory for study and use. occupying the middle ground between a grammatical 


commentary and a philological history, supplies in a full 
FREDERIC B. PRATT, make him conversant with the main sides of -—| ques- 


and interesting fashion what a literary reader needs to 


‘ , | tions involved in the study of one of the principal Indo- 
Pratt Institute, Secretary | Ruropean languages. The modesty of the author is very 
| refreshing; . . . nowhere is there a note of the in- 

Brooklyn, N. Y. fallible commentator.” 
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LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS. 


B. WESTERMANN & CO. 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
(ESTABLISHED 1848.) 


FOREIGN OFFICES AT LONDON, LEIPZIG, AND PARIS. 
A gents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 


C ollege and Public Librartes. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 

Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany, and France. /eriodtcads 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 

Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. Regular connections with 
Central and South America and al! Oriental countries. 

Binding done here and abroad in every style. 

Auction Sales attended to. 

The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers—English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish—fur- 
nished on application. 

Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 

With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
information give en on mapas of interest to Librarians. 


THE BEST BINDER FOR 
LIBRARIES, CLUBS, ETC., IS THE 


Neilson Binder. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR AND PRICE-1/57 
ON APPLICATION TO 


NEILSON MFG. nein nad Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO, 


LIMITED, 
PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 


Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
ebtaining Foreign and Scarce Books. BiNDING OF Every DESCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. /eriedicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to al! parts of the World at Lowes 
Rates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 
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ESTABLISHED 1872 


LONDON: PARIS: LEIPa2ia: 
30 WELLINGTON ST., STRAND. 76 Rue Oe RENNES. HospiTAt Sia. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent tor Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


{TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 


begs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining FOREIGN Books and 
PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 
OR EUROPE can offer, because : 
He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 
clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 
with all the leading publishing houses in the world. 


His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books. 


He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 

“ Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer, I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Gro. H. Baker, Librarian ef Columbia College, New York. 


“Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
foreign books and periodicals with th- least delay, trouble and expense. ‘I'he result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in London, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as }ow cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr, Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders,” 

Me.vit Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N. Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 


by branches in different European countries " 
Prof. Arruur H. Pacmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


** Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal with you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economica! of 


time and money as dealing through you.’’ 
Eenest C. Ricuarpson, Librarian of College of New Jersey, Princeton, N. /. 


“Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 
mown an intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.’’ 
A. 8, Coins, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. ¥. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
LOMOON. PARIS. LEIPZIG. NEW YORK. 
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